





ARTHUR PUCKHABER 


— 620 S. 2N0 g 
~ 
{ d | id 
, oa ” | on | | 
bens 4 ‘ bert | 
J ; 


LWawkroha- 


Witcormn/. 





eS 


os os ee 













BIBLE’ LESSONS 


A Treatise on Evidences of Religion, 
Sin, Repentance, Consecration, 
and_ Holiness 


DESIGNED FOR BIBLE CLASSES 


“The entrance of thy words 


giveth light.” Psa. 119: 130 


PUBLISHED BY 


Metropolitan Church Association 
Waukesha, Wis. 











Copyright 1907 By 
METROPOLITAN CHURCH ASSOCIATION 
Waukesha, Wisconsin 














INTRODUCTION 


Less than a year ago the Metropolitan Church 
Association offered to the public its little hand 
book, entitled “Bible Lessons,” by W. E. Shep~ 
ard, and so great has been the demand for a work 
of this kind that the first edition is already ex- 
hausted. Experience in teaching has developed 
the fact that a more exhaustive treatment of the 
elementary principles of doctrine are needed, and 
in preparing for a second edition it was decided 
to completely revise and enlarge, rendering this 
book practically a new work. 

In doing so we have profited by the study and 
research which have been necessary in prosecut- 
ing our work of instruction in the Bible School, 
and have quoted more or less from standard 
authors, retaining the major part, the cream, so 
to speak, of “Bible Lessons.” 

This present issue should meet with even 
greater favor than “Bible Lessons,” in that it is 
far more thorough and comprehensive. It is 
sent out in faith, believing that it will be a still 
greater help to seekers; a better guide to believ- 
ers, and a more thorough book of instruction to 
students than its predecessor; a beacon light to 
steer safely past the shoals of heresy and fa- 
naticism; a positive help to preachers, and a 
blessing to all interested persons into whose 
ee it may chance to fall. We trust that it 

, by the blessing of God, ie ala all the 
ed its pages may merit. 
THE PUBLISHERS. 
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I 
DIVINE REVELATION 


In accepting of the truth of the existence of 
God in His threefold being with His divine 
attributes, an intelligent knowledge of such a 
being, together with a knowledge of His will 
concerning us, introduces a necessity for a di- 
vine communication, properly termed a revela- 
tion. 

Revelation. By revelation, we mean that 
which is neither acquired by experimental re- 
search, ascertained through the functions of our 
reasoning powers, or possessed intuitively; but 
directly communicated or revealed to us from.an 
outside source. 

Dwine revelation. By divine revelation is 
meant that the knowledge revealed must be su- 
pernatural, above what nature can teach, or rea- 
son attain to 

Divine revelation a probability. A divine reve- 
lation is probable on account of God’s benevolent 
interest in mankind as His subjects, and man’s 
profound need of the instruction which it im- 
parts. 

Knowledge of God through nature insufficient. 
Through the works of nature we may learn of a 
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first cause, of a supreme intelligence, a master 
hand overruling all; but this is insufficient. All 
we can learn of the craftsman by an examination 
of his productions is his skill; so, also, all we can 
learn with accuracy of the character of God 
through the observance of His handiwork is 
His omnipotence, skill and wisdom, with possibly 
a glimpse of His benevolence through the rich 
provisions of His providences, 

With only the works of nature for a guide, 
man’s ruined condition and the rich provision of 
God’s remedy would be almost wholly veiled. 

Man’s need of a divine revelation. Mankind 
in all ages has professed its need of a divine reve- 
lation and the widely divergent and multifarious 
views of atheists and infidels, including all who 
depart never so little from the strict, reverential 
acceptation of the truth that the Bible originated 
with God and has been supernaturally preserved, 
are proofs positive that humanity is in great need 
of, and in imminent peril without, a uniform 
philosophy concerning God, and His will and 
purpose concerning us. This the Bible affords. 

Moral conditions of heathen a proof. The 
moral and social conditions existing among the 
inhabitants of heathen lands at different periods 
of the world’s history clearly show man’s fearful 
condition without the aid of such a revelation. 

_ Divine revelation possible only through super- 


- 
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natural agency. Divine revelation requires the 
employment of a supernatural agency. On the 
ground of Theism, or a belief in the existence of 
God, there is no difficulty in admitting of a di- 
vinely appointed agency. 

Attestation required and provided. <A super- 
natural agency requires supernatural proof or 
attestation; such proof has been provided both 
by prophecies and through the working of mir- 
acles. The latter have provided the immediate 
credentials which accompanied the work of the 
prophets and apostles, “Jesus Christ himself be- 
ing the chief corner stone.” 

While prophecies have required years, and 
often centuries, for their fulfillment, yet they 
stand in the Word of God as a bulwark in evi- 
dence of the divine authority by which the proph- 
ets spoke. This book, written by divinely in- 
spired and supernaturally indorsed messengers, 
declares that, “all scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God,” and that it will serve the ends for 
which it was written. 2 Tim. 3:16. 


AUTHENTICITY OF THE BIBLE 

The authenticity of the Bible, as a divine reve- 

lation, is therefore established by the miracles its 

writers performed, and the wonderful and accu- 

rate fulfillment of. the prophecies which ‘they 
uttered. 
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Harmony of the Scriptures a proof. “The per- 
fect harmony of the different books of the Bible, 
covering, as they do, centuries in their composi- 
tion, together with the uniformity of their doc- 
trines and religious contents, is a convincing 
proof of the genuineness of the Scriptures. 

I? -unding of Christianity a proof. Perhaps the 
founding and extension of Christianity as an his- 
torical fact is one of the strongest proofs of the 
divine origin of the Scriptures. The Old Tes- 
tament predicts, in detail, the coming, the mis- 
sion, and the character of the Messiah, while the 
New Testament is the story in full as consum- 
mated. The conception of suck a character as 
Jesus Christ could not have originated in the 
human mind. The words of Him who spake as 
never man spake were not the product of human 
composition. 

The life, death and resurrection of Christ are 
historical facts as certain as the history of Na- 
poleon Bonaparte or George Washington. 

These facts are self-evident in proof of His 
divinity. Any other interpretation makes Him 
personally a bad man and a deceiver. 

The divine Christ is the objective of the divine 
revelation ; destroy one and you lose the other. 

Mode of inspiration, -Those who believe the 
Scriptures to have been inspired hold two opin- 
ions regarding the mode Of inspiration. 
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Some believe that the Holy Spirit inspired the 
thoughts of the writers, but left them free to 
express them in a style peculiar to themselves ; 
others hold that the identical words were in- 
spired, leaving the instrumentality no choice in 
the matter except to write under dictation. Either 
mode would insure the Scriptures against error. 

Claims that the Scriptures have lost origmal- 
ity. Claims have been made by infidels, from 
heathen philosophers down to modern higher (?): 
critics, that the Scriptures, although. originally 
inspired, through long periods of time, by trans- 
lations from one language to another, have been 
changed, that alterations have crept in, and inter- 
polations made, which essentially change their 
character. The arguments which establish the 
possibility of a divine revelation and the prob- 
ability that it was made, carry equal proof that 
the same power could, and His benevolence 
would, safeguard and preserve His message to 
His people, while their necessity would demand 
its preservation from harm or destruction. 

Proofs and modes of preservation. The Jews, 
as a matter of fact and history, are known to 
have preserved the Old Testament with great 
fear and diligence. The tribe of Levi was 
charged with the custody of the book of the law. 
The Samaritan pentateuch is very ancient and 
practically agrees with that of the Jews. There 
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was no bond of sympathy between the Jews and 
Samaritans (John 4:9) ; hence, any change in the 
~Scriptures. made by one would be readily dis- 
cerned and exposed by the other. 

Just so, in later years, with Jews and many 
ditferent sects of Christians, any attempt to alter 
the Scriptures by cutting out, adding to, or in any 
way changing the essential meaning of the text 
would immediately have met with opposition and 
exposure, 
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II 
DIVISIONS OF THE BIBLE 


The word “testament” carries with it the idea 
of the last solemn will of an individual whereby 
his belongings are bequeathed to another. 

The Old and New Testaments of the Bible 
are God’s revealed will to mankind, whereby, in 
meeting certain prescribed conditions, we be- 
come heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 

The Bible two books. The Old and New Tes- 
taments form practically two distinct books, har- 
monizing, however, in sentiment and doctrine, 

The Canon, The word “canon” is not found 
in the Scriptures, but signifies a straight rod or 
rule; hence, those books which come to the 
straight edge or standard are called “canonical,” 
and those which fall short are called “apocry- 
phal,” signifying not genuine, or uninspired. 

The Apocrypha. The apocryphal books are 
not claimed to be inspired any more than modern 
secular narratives. They were never accepted by 
the Jews and were never quoted by either Christ 
or the apostles. 

The Pentateuch, The first five books of the 
Bible are called the “pentateuch,” or “book of the 
law,” and are said to have been written by Moses. 
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How written originally. The Bible was origi- 
nally written in capital letters without division 
into chapters, verses, sentences, words or sylla- 
bles, hence, without spaces or punctuation ; thus, 
INTHEBEGINNINGWASTHEWORD 


TRANSLATIONS 


There are many translations of the Bible from 
one language to another. We will give but a 
few of the more important. 

Samaritan Version. The Samaritan version 
extends no farther than the five books of Moses, 
and is very ancient, probably the oldest version 
extant. 

Targums. The Targums are paraphrases of 
the Scriptures written by different ancient com- 
mentators. 

The Septuagint. The Septuagint is a Greek 
version, said to have been the work of seventy 
translators, and taken from all the versions of 
the Old Testament. It has ever been considered 
of the greatest importance. The date of its ori- 
gin is uncertain, being placed by some as early 
as B. C. 285. 

The Vulgate. The Vulgate is a Latin version; 
it was translated by Jerome about A. D. 390; the 
Old Testament was translated from the Hebrew 
and the New Testament from the Greek. Fora 
century it was considered:the most authentic of 
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all versions. The Roman Catholic church use 
it as a standard at the present time. 

The Bishops’ Bible. The Bishops’ Bible ap- 
peared in 1560; it was revised and corrected by 
a board of bishops, divided into chapters and 
verses, and became the most popular Bible ex- 
tant. 

King James’ Version. The King James ver- 
sion was translated into the English by a com- 
mittee of fifty-four learned men appointed by 
King James I. This committee used the best 
translations and had access to the most accurate 
readings of the original text. Only forty-seven 
of the committee served. The first edition ap- 
peared in 1610, and is what is known as the 
“Authorized Version.” 

Revised Version. In 1870 a new English ver- 
sion was begun under a committee of fifty-two 
Englishmen and twenty-seven Americans ; it was 
completed in 1885 and is called the “Revised 
Version.” 
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Ill 
EXISTENCE OF GOD 


In proper order, the existence of God is the 
first truth to be fixed in our minds. 

On this important subject some are incredu- 
lous. Many hold diverse and conflicting opin- 
ions, while many others, sound in their views, 
are unable to “give an answer to every man 
that asketh * * * a reason of the hope” that 
isinthem. — 

Except this fundamental truth is established, 
in no proper sense can any of the doctrines of 
Christianity be maintained. 

Proofs of the existence of God. The exist- 
ence of God, as a supreme intelligent person- 
ality, is proven by the law of cause and effect. 
The planetary system, working with absolute pre- 
cision century after century, together with all 
the correlative wonders in nature, evince the ex- 
istence of an intelligent preceding cause. “The 
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handiwork.” 

Self-creation, absurd... Any conception of the 
heavens and earth, together with the works of 
nature, which denies the existence of a creator 
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implies that they were self-created, or that they 
came by chance; either ground is untenable. 

The former hypothesis implies action before 
existence ; as, that a machine can operate and con- 
struct itself, which is self-contradictory. Crea- 
tion by chance is equally absurd. It is a law of 
common experience that any combination of ma- 
terials or circumstances, thrown together, un- 
directed by intelligent thought, produces con- 
fusion and chaos, as noted in the work and con- 
versation of lunatics and idiots. 

Humanity, a proof. The existence of the 
human race, endowed with rational minds, must 
have had a beginning; hence, the necessity for 
an intelligent author. Also the wonderful 
mechanism of the human body must have been 
designed, proving that there must have been a 
competent designer. 

Man, with his natural ficiipenes, is a re- 
ligious being ; history and experience amply prove 
this: nearly every tribe and nation have reached 
out to some object of worship. As the plants in 
the vegetable kingdom turn their leaves and 
petals toward the sunlight, which provides for 
their needs, so the heart of man inclines in- 
stinctively toward some being greater than him- 
self. 

The animal and vegetable kingdoms, a proof. 
The existence on the earth of all forms of ani- 
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mal and vegetable life offer the same indubitable 
proof of a designer having supernatural intelli- 
gence. 

Divine revelation, a proof. Divine revelation 
carries with it many accompanying proofs of the 
existence of God, but as the proofs of divine reve- 
lation rest primarily on the fact that there is a 
God, its collateral proofs of God’s existence have 
been considered elsewhere. 
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IV 
PERSONALITY OF GOD 


By the personality of God we mean that He 
is a being having life, possessing and exercising 
the functions of reason and intelligence, having 
natural and moral attributes, with ability to will 
and to execute. 

Personality erroneously denied. Many who 
acknowledge intelligent plan and action in the 
formation and operation of the universe deny that 
such intelligence has personality. Such is pan- 
theism, which Webster defines as “the doctrine 
that the universe, taken as a whole, is God.” 

The universe devoid of personality. The planets 
moving in their proper order are as devoid of 
personality as a clock, which, constructed and 
set in operation, points to the hour and strikes 
at regular intervals; it has no motive for its 
action, or power in, or of, itself to cease; but 
it presents to the mind the necessity of an in- 
telligent personality, one having power to con- 
ceive an idea, formulate it into a. plan, and to 
execute that plan and make it serve its purpose. 

Thus, pantheism, in admitting the intelligent 
action, and the order and harmony of all created 
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things, defeats its own premises when denying 
an intelligent personality back of it all. 

Man intuitively seeks God. Intuitively, we 
think of God only as a divine personality. “The 
intuition which demands a cause for every effect 
is satisfied when it reaches a being with power 
adequate to the whole effect.” 

Conscience a -proof. We find implanted in 
every man a conscience, more or less acute, and 
having a sense of moral qualities. This innate 
principle, this consciousness of moral obligation, 
is, in itself, a recognition of an authority ruling 
over us, and implies that we are amenable to 
law; hence, a lawgiver. © 

Supernatural intelligence proves personality. 
An intelligence, infinite in its conception and 
plan, transcending human comprehension in its 
success in execution and exciting wonder at its 
harmony in operation, must have both reason 
and motive in design, and a purpose in execu- 
tion; hence, must possess personality. 


1, Handbook of Christian Theology, page 11.—Field. 
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Vv 
THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 


By the attributes of God we mean the several 
qualities of His divine nature or character. 

Attributes defined. These are both natural 
and moral. The natural attributes carry with 
them no sense of moral responsibility, while the 
moral are those which render all His perfections 
worthy of homage and praise. 

The natural attributes involve no exercise of 
the will, while-the moral are present by volition. 
There are certain qualities in man, like color or 
stature, which are such by nature, while his 
character is formed largely by the exercise of his 
will and desires. Even so, God is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting of necessity, but merciful and 
just from choice. 


NATURAL ATTRIBUTES 


Omniscience. God’s  omniscience may ‘be 
termed His intellect. Knowledge, in man, may 
be intuitive or acquired. Intuitive knowledge is 
a property of man’s intellect, while acquired 
knowledge comes by the use of that intellect. 

The omniscience of God implies knowledge of 
all things, .past, present, and future, an intelli- 
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gence without limitation. “Not an acquisition, 
but an eternal: possession.” God, however, is 
an eternal being, hence, not subject to or limited 
by time, consequently with Him there is neither 
past nor future. His knowledge of all things is 
co-eternal with His being. . 

Divine sensibility. Dr. John Miley, in “Sys- 
tematic Theology,” speaks of “divine sensibility” 
as an attribute of God, stating that he would use 
a better term if he had it, and shows that in 
using it he does not include the affections and 
emotions which rightfully have a place in the 
sensibilities, but-refer to those higher forms of 
feeling which make up the motives of God’s provi- 
dence, without which motives He could have no 
reason for any action whatsoever. 

Omnipotence. The omnipotence of God sig- 
nifies His power to will and execute, limited only 
by the free agency of His mercy and justice. 

He wills and it is done. Worlds are swung 
into existence at His word. Omnipotence carries 
with it the thought of the divine will operating 
in the interest of the highest good; any volition 
and execution which does not rise above self- 
interest is no higher than that of the animal. By 
God’s omnipotence, we understand, His infinite 
will operating with unlimited power, seasoned by 
divine benevolence. 





1. “Systematic Theology.”—Miley, Vol. 1, page 178. 
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‘Immutabihty. The immutability of God is 
variously stated in scripture, “I AM THAT I 
AM” (Ex. 3:14), indicating that He is the all 
powerful and never changing God of the uni- 
verse, “with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning’? (James 1:17), which is a 
positive statement of His immutability. God 
never changes. 

‘This appears contradictory when we read of 
God repenting (Gen. 6:6; Jonah 3:10), of His 
changing (2 Kings 20:1-5). God never changes 
in His character or principles, but when condi- 
tions change, as in the cases above quoted, God 
suspends or withdraws His acts or purposes to 
meet those changed conditions; not to do so 
would necessitate conformity to conditions, con- 
trary to His nature, and would nullify His im- 
mutability. 


MORAL ATTRIBUTES 


Justice. Justice is that quality in God which 
renders to all, those things to which they are 
justly entitled. He is no respecter of persons. 
Being all wise in knowledge and judgment en- 
ables Him to execute with absolute justice. 

Mercy. Mercy is that quality in the divine 
nature which renders compassion on the unfor- 
tunate and grants forgiveness to those who by 
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confession and repentance turn to a renewed 
life. Justice is one and mercy the other end of 
the balancing rod whereby His perfection main- 
tains its equipoise, while variable human nature 
fluctuates between wrong and _ righteousness. 
God’s mercy goes beyond the deserts of His sub- 
jects and provides grace to supply the needs of 
the bankrupt soul’s past, when the divinely pre- 
scribed conditions are complied with. 

Truth. Truth is that essential element of 
God’s nature whereby He never fails in His pre-. 
dictions, defaults in His promises, or lapses in 
the execution of His threats. 

Benevolence. God’s benevolence is shown in 
the all wise provisions of His work in nature and 
in His providences, whereby the greatest eternal 
good is assured to all men consistent with their 
attitude and codperation with His laws. 

Holiness. God’s holiness is His purity of na- 
ture and His integrity of being. His holiness is 
absolute righteousness or rightness in justice 
and mercy, and expresses, with reference to 
each, the quality of His love. 
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VI 
THE TRINITY 


Trinity signifies threefold and has reference to 
the three persons in the Godhead, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, existing three in one. 

Trinity a mystery. Just how in one exists 
three persons has never been logically explained. 
Some have attempted to make the mystery clear, 
using the threefold nature, the body, soul, and 
spirit of man by way of illustration, but many 
of our best writers make no attempt at explana- 
tion. 

Trinity, a doctrine of the Scriptures. While 
the word “trinity” is nowhere found in the Scrip- 
tures, it is a doctrine which is fully set forth in 
them and is an absolute essential in their gen- 
eral construction. Proofs of the trinity rest 
wholly on the authenticity of the Scriptures. 

GOD, THE FATHER 

His unity. The Scriptures distinctly teach one 
and not a plurality of Gods. Deut. 4:35, 39; 
Psa. 86:10; Mark 12:29; 1 Cor. 8:4, 5,6. Many 
other Scriptures emphasize the same truth. 

The Father, ‘a person. God is a person and 
He is God. He is referred to by the titles of 
“Father,” “our Father,” and “Jehovah.’”’ When- 
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ever God has spoken of Himself, He has used 
the personal pronouns., The author of “Binney’s 
Theological Compend” says that the early He- 
brew name of the Deity was Elohim, that the 
word is plural in its form, and that this form was 
doubtless introduced thus early to prepare the 
minds of His people for the full declaration of 
the mystery of the trinity ; yet, owing to the prev- 
alence of polytheism, it would seem to have been 
more consistent to have revealed Himself by the 
singular name Jehovah. 


JESUS CHRIST, THE SON 


Truly God. Jesus Christ, the second person 
in the trinity, is truly God. Rom. 9:5; Phil. 
2:6. He existed in the beginning (John 1:1-3), 
prior to John the Baptist (John 1:15) and ante- 
ceded Abraham (John 8:58). 

Truly man. Christ was born (Matt. 1218- 
25), grew (Luke 2:52), became a man (John 
1:14), was a man of sorrows (Isaiah 53:3; Matt. 
26:38), hungered (Matt. 4:2), wept (John rr: 
35), and died (John 19:33). 

The God Man. The Scriptures teach that in 
Christ was the union of divinity and humanity 
(Matt. 1:23; John 1:14). ; 

The Mediator. Christ became a mediator be- 
tween God and man (1 Tim. 2:5), possessing 
all the fullness of the Godhead (Col. 2:9), to- 
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gether with a full consciousness of the needs of 
fallen humanity. Heb. 4:15. He ever lives to 
make intercession for them. Heb. 7:25. 

He 1s to judge the world. Matt. 25:32; Acts 
17:31; Romans 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10. 


THE HOLY GHOST’ 


Errors respecting. It is an error to say that 
the Holy Ghost is simply the Father manifested 
to us, or that He is but an influence of the 
Father. 

Spoken of as a person. He is often spoken of 
in the Scriptures in association with the Father 
and Son, His distinct personality being as fully 
recognized as theirs. He is frequently referred 
to by use of the personal pronouns, the same as 
the Father and Son. 

His personal work. He convicts of sin. John 
16:8; Eph. 4:30. He teaches. John 14:26; Heb. 
9:8. He bears witness. Rom. 8:16. He fore- 
warns (Acts 20:23) and does many other things 
belonging only to personality. 

His attributes. All the attributes of the God- 
head are ascribed to Him, as being one of 
the three persons in the trinity His divinity is 
thereby established. It is by and through Him 
that the salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
wrought out and established in~the lives of a 
fallen humanity. 
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- VII 
BUPERNATURAL AGENCIES 


The Scriptures speak of supernatural beings, 
some of which are used to minister good, while 
others become the mediums of evil. 

Angels. Angels, often spoken of in the Scrip- 

tures, are beings of supernatural power and intel-_ 
ligence, ranking higher than man. Psa. 8:5; Heb. 
2:7; 2 Pet. 2:11. They are employed as agencies 
of God to assist the righteous, execute judgments 
against the wicked, and were used to herald the 
advent of Jesus Christ; they were present at His 
ascension and announced His second advent. 
They will participate in the final judgment and 
destruction of the world, as taught in the book 
of Revelation. 
_ The devil. The Bible plainly teaches a per- 
sonal evil being. He is called the devil (Matt. 
13:39; 25:41; John 8:44; Jas. 4:7; Jude 2; Rev. 
12:9), Satan (Job 1:6; Matt. 4:10; Luke 22:3; 
Acts 5:3; Rev. 20:7), prince of devils (Matt. 
9:34), prince of this world (John 14:30), prince 
of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2), a dragon 
(Rev. 12:3; 13:2; 13:43 20:2), and Beelzebub 
(Matt. 12:24, 27; Luke 11:18, 19). 
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Any theory or belief which denies that the 
Scriptures teach the personality of the devil must 
deny that they teach the personality of God. 

Demons. The word “devils” is frequently 
used in the Scriptures with reference to evil 
angels or demons; they are supposed to be apos- 
tate angels expelled from Heaven on account of 
rebellion against God; this the Scriptures teach. 
Job 4:18; 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6; Rev. 12:9. 


36 BIBLE LESSONS. 


VIII 
MANKIND 


Man, in the person of Adam, was made in the 
image of God (Gen. 1:26 and 2:7), from whom 
all races of human beings descended. 

Man’s mortal body and immortal spirit. Man, 
in his present condition, has a mortal or corrupti- 
ble body. 1 Cor, 15:44. He has a spirit, having 
no material qualities, which is immortal and may 
maintain a conscious existence apart from the 
body. 1 Kings 17:21, 22; Luke 8:55; 16:22, 23. 

The body sensual, spirit rational. The body 
is endowed with natural senses while the spirit 
is rational and intelligent, having both affections 
and power of volition. 

Approach God through the spirit. Through 
the spirit man may approach God, who is a Spirit, 
and by it he may receive the Holy Spirit shed 
abroad in his heart. Rom. 5:5. Man’s rejection 
of the overtures of the Holy Ghost subordinates 
the spirit to the lower, the animal nature of his 
being and grieves the Holy Ghost from his heart. 
Gen. 6:3; Eph. 4:30. 

Man created holy. Man, made in the image 
ot God, was created holy, but as a free moral 
agent capable of falling. By transgressing God’s 
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law his moral nature was corrupted, his whole 
nature depraved, which condition has been trans- 
mitted to all his descendants. Rom. 5:12; 1 Cor. 
15:22; Psa. 51:5. Moral responsibility is not 
attached to inherited depravity until light comes 
and the law is broken by our own volition. Rom. 
7:9. 
FREE AGENCY 


In spite of man’s fallen condition, he has been 
endowed with power to choose, notwithstanding 
his tendency is toward sin. 

Without ability to choose, there would be no 
responsibility attached to his acts; hence, no 
moral quality involved and consequently neither 
merit nor demerit. Such a supposition would 
remove all guilt and disprove the existence of 
sin. 
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Ix 
SIN 


The Bible teaches that sin is two-fold—actual 
and inherited. Actual sin is the committed act, 
the transgression of God’s law. 1 John 3:4. In- 
herited sin is the sin-principle, or evil nature 
within the heart, with which every child is born. 
Psa. 51:5. It is that principle within which rises 
up in the form of anger, pride, self-will, selfish- 
ness, stubbornness, deceit, envy, jealousy, malice, 
covetousness, backbiting, boasting, strife, evil 
thinking and other forms of evil. Mark 7:21-23; 
Rom. 1 :29-31; Gal. 5 :19-21. 

Actual sin is the outcropping of this evil 
nature within, or the yielding to temptation to 
evil from whatever source. It is two-fold—com- 
mission and omission. Commission involves 
_ action; omission, the failure to act when duty de- 
mands. Omission of duty is as wicked as the 
direct transgression of the law. Jas. 4:17. 

We have four direct definitions of actual sin 
in the Bible, found in the following texts: 1 John 
3:4, (breaking God’s law); 1 John 5:17, (all 
unrighteousness) ; Jas. 4:17, (neglected duty) ; 
Rom. 14:23, (acting contrary to faith, or not 
giving God the benefit of the doubt). 
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Inherited sin is known by the following Scrip- 
tural expressions: ‘The old man,’ Rom. 6:6; 
“the carnal mind,” Rom. 8:7; “the flesh,” Gal. 
5:19; “the body of sin,’ Rom. 6:6; “the body of 
death,’ Rom. 7:24; “sin” (singular number), 
Rom. 7:11; “root of bitterness,’ Heb. 12:15. 


Other expressions have been. adopted to de- 
note inherited sin, such as depravity, inbred sin, 
bent to sin, original sin, Adamic sin, old Adam, 
carnality, root of sin, inbred corruption. 


Actual sin originates in the life of the indi- 
vidual when he comes to the age of- accountabil- 
ity, and, knowing the difference between right 
and wrong in his relation to God, he willfully 
chooses the wrong instead of the right. This he 
naturally does on account of the inherited sin 
within. 

Inherited sin originated in the: fall, when 
Adam and Eve broke connection with:God in 
the Garden of Eden. At this time Satan de- 
ceived them, corrupted their hearts and sent a 
stream of impurity down to all succeeding gen- 
erations. 

Inherited sin is not a tangible, material sub- 
stance, which may be seen, handled, cut out as a 
cancer or divided into parts; but rather an evil 
principle, a personal quality, a bias, a wrong ten- 
dency, current or trend within. It is an opposite. 
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As darkness is the opposite of light, so this in- 
herited, evil principle is the opposite of the na- 
ture of God. 


The expression—“the least and last remains 
of sin”’—is unscriptural; it would indicate that 
inherited sin is divisible, when in reality it is a 
unit, and indivisible. There is only one “carnal 
mind,” or “old man,” or “body of sin,” which in- 
herited tendency is in every unsanctified person. 
It may become stronger by wrong doing, or 
weakened through the grace of God, or eradi- 
cated by the baptism with the Holy Ghost. 


The question has been asked, “If the carnal 
mind has been removed, how can it ever get 
back?” How did it ever get into Adam and 
Eve in the first place? Here is a dark room. 
Turn on the light and out goes the darkness. 
Turn out the light and in comes the darkness. 
How did the darkness get back? It got back 
somewhat in the same way that the carnal mind 
gets back into one who backslides from holiness. 
When the light of God goes out of the life, the 
darkness of sin comes in. It is an opposite*prin- 
ciple, and not a material substance. 


Another asks, “Is it the same carnal mind that 
comes back?’ Was it the same darkness which 
came back into the room? There is but one 
carnal mind. 
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The word sin with its derivations, such as 
sinned, sinner, etc., is found in the Bible over 
eight hundred times. 


THE SINNER 


A sinner is one who is guilty of actual sin. 
Inherited sin does not constitute one a sinner. A 
person is not responsible for having inherited 
sin; the responsibility lies in retaining it when 
he gets the light and sees his privilege and duty 
in getting rid of it. Should he then retain it, 
his responsibility would be as great as if he had 
at first placed it in his heart. 


THE SINNER’S STATE 


There are two erroneous beliefs concerning 
one’s state at birth. These erroneous beliefs are: 
First, that all are born sinners; second, that all 
are born pure in heart. If all are born sinners, 
then all who die in infancy are lost, for sinners 
certainly cannot enter Heaven. If they are 
born pure in heart, then there would be no mani- 
festations of inherited sin in them. It does not 
take long for an infant to manifest anger, self- 
will, stubbornness, selfishness, and even pride. . 

The truth lies between these two errors. They 
are born innocent, but sinfully inclined. They 
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have inherited sin in them, but do neither good 
nor bad in their relation to God, because they 
know not right from wrong. Inherited sin mani- 
fests itself early in life, and leads one astray as 
he grows up. 

The Bible makes plain our different states. 

1. The state at birth. Psa. 51:5. 

‘2. The state after birth. Psa, 58:3. 

3. The state after coming to the age of ac- 
countability. Isa. 5:18, 20; Rom. 6:1; Isa. 1: 
5, 6. 

Thus, we see that one is born sinfully inclined, 
then goes astray and becomes a sinner by, actual 
choice, and then settles down in a practice of sin. 
All this obtains unless he is arrested and saved 
by the grace of God. 


GOD’S VIEW OF THE SINNER 


1. As seen before the flood. Gen. 6:5, 11 
12209221. 

2. As seen after the flood in Old Testament 
times: -Psa...14.21=3 5553 :1-35 Ecelios3; Taaecres, 
6; 59:1-8; Jer. 17:9. 

3. As seen in New Testament times. Mark 
plete Rom, Ste 2255235 §2123) Galsiszto- 

; Eph. 2:1-3. 

‘The Scriptures teach that there is no good 

thing in the sinner. Rom. 7:18. 
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HOW THIS STATE OF THINGS CAME TO BE 


God is good and only good. All His dealings, 
requirements and prohibitions concerning us are 
for our own good. He never asked us to do any- 
thing, or to give up anything, but what it was 
best for us so to do. All that He ever gave us 
was for the best. He gave us only good. Among 
these good things is His law, His Word. In 
that He tells us what we shall do and what we 
shall not do. Man utterly disregarded His good- 
ness and His law. He chose his own selfish and 
sinful life, going contrary to God’s law. He 
went beyond the line which God marked out; 
he crossed over; he transgressed; he broke the 
law. Now, he stands condemned by this right- 
eous law. He deserves condemnation, because 
he is guilty. His sinfully inclined nature re- 
belled at God’s holy way, and his sins or ac- 
cumulated depravity gathered around him. In 
his sinful state, he is pronounced dead, wicked, 
corrupt from head to foot, according to the 
Word. 


CONVICTION OF SIN 


Conviction of sin is that work of the Holy 
Spirit upon sinners’ hearts whereby they are 
awakened to a consciousness of their guilt or 
sin. It is a convincing or reproving of sin. It 
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is a sight of one’s sin. We also understand by 
conviction that drawing power of the Holy 
Spirit, whereby sinners are made serious and 
are impelled to a better life. 

Conviction is directly the work of the Holy 
Spirit. John 16:8. 
| No sinner can or will come to God for par-_ 
' don, except God’s Spirit draw him. John 6:44. 
This is wonderfully brought about through 
the ministry of prayer in God’s people. 

Conviction is manifested in many ways. The 
following are some of them: (1) A serious 
expression of countenance. (2) Sighing. (3) 
Crying. (4) Groaning. (5) Depression of 
spirits. (6) Fixing the gaze upon an object 
when being invited to seek the Lord. (7) Loss 
of appetite. (8) Loss of sleep. (9) Soul-stir- 
ring dreams. (10) An inclination to secret 
prayer. (11) An inclination to study the Word. 
(12) Giving up wrong habits. (13) Serious 
talking and asking questions concerning salva- 
tion. (14) Failure of concentration in business. 
(15) A fretful spirit. (16) Opposition even to 
abuse. (17) Absent-mindedness. (18) Trem- 
bling. (19) Astonishment. (20) Fear.: (21) 
Dissatisfaction. These manifestations may occur 
without any conviction, but conviction is not 
likely to occur without some of these manifesta- 
tions. 


BIBLE LESSONS, by ee 


When the Spirit of God is especially working 
in a community, these symptoms are more or less 
manifested, and they may then usually be taken 
as the result of conviction of sin. 


GOD’S AGENCIES 


Probably the Holy Spirit never, or at least 
seldom, convicts of sin outside of some agency. 

Among these agencies are the following: 
~“ 1. God’s Word. Heb. 4:12. Many portions 
of the Word are especially calculated to awaken 
sinners, and the wise worker should acquaint 
himself with such. 
y 2. God’s ministry. Acts 2:37. This being one 
of God’s agencies, every minister should feel 
the great responsibility of being at his best. 
3. God’s witnesses. Acts 1:8. A proper wit- 
ness is one who knows something. God’s wit- 
nesses know God and His salvation. 
y 4. Providences. Acts 16:30. Providences 
may be either direct from God or permitted of 
Him. He may take advantage of some things 
which are the work of the devil, and use them 
in the conviction of sinners. Following are some 
providences: (1) The death of a loved one. (2) 
The loss of property. (3) The loss of health. 
(4) Disappointments. (5) Danger of various 
kinds.. (6) Sorrow. (7) Suffering. (8) Trou- 
ble. (9) Accidents. (10) Premonitions. 
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EFFECTS OF CONVICTION 


Conviction, yielded to, will result in repent- 
ance. Conviction, resisted, will harden the heart. 

Children are more easily convicted than grown 
people, because their hearts are not so hardened 
It is easier to get a child saved than an old sin- 
ner. 

Conviction either softens or hardens the heart. 
If the sinner fails to respond to the call of God, 
his heart gets calloused, seared as with a hot iron. 

Sinning away the day of grace, comes in con- 
nection with resisting conviction. Gen. 6:3; Heb. 
3:7, 8. It seems that there are different ways 
by which this is practically accomplished. 

1. Every call of the Spirit to repentance, un- 
heeded by the sinner, results in a layer or cal- 
lous, as it were, over the heart. Finally, the 
heart becomes so calloused that, though the Spirit 
may be calling, yet the sinner fails to hear or 
recognize it, and thus his doom practically be- 
comes sealed. If he fails to hear, he will fail in 
being awakened. An alarm clock unheeded will 
finally fail to awaken. Most of the older sin- 
ners who die without any thought of the future, 
or desire for prayer, are probably of this class. 

2. When God sees the hardened condition of 
a sinner, the calloused layers over his heart, his 
long-continued resistance, He may let him alone 
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and call him no more. In this case his doom is 
surely and forever sealed. 

3. Intelligent resisting of powerful convic- 
tion may result in the Spirit suddenly taking 
His flight, never more to return, and at the same 
time leaving the sinner with the clear conscious- 
ness of the fact that he has sinned away his day 
of grace. 

In the first two cases the sinner may not be 
aware that his doom is sealed; but not so with the 
last. Those who are troubled in revival meet- 
ings, or worrying over their ccndition, and think- 
ing they might have sinned away their day of 
grace, do not come under any of these heads, 
for the very fact that they are troubled about 
their condition and desirous of being saved is 
evidence of the Spirit still working with them. 
Those who have crossed “the dead line” are in- 
different and unmovable and utterly feelingless. 


EXAMPLES OF CONVICTION 


The crowd at Pentecost. Acts 2:37. 
Stephen’s congregation. Acts 7:54. 
Saul at Damascus. Acts 9:6. 

The deputy at Paphos. Acts 13:12. 
The jailer at Philippi. Acts 16:29, 30. 
The Bereans. Acts 17:10, II. 

The people at Ephesus. Acts 19:17-20. 
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8. Felix. Acts 24:25. 
9g. Agrippa. Acts 26:28. 


Some of the foregoing examples did not yield 
to their conviction; hence, did not obtain salva- 
tion. 

When may we expect: people to become con- 
victed? When the Holy Ghost has an oppor- 
tunity to use His agencies. Thus, we see our 
responsibilities as God’s agents, in the salvation 
of the people. 

It is the office of the Holy Spirit to convict, 
and wherever He has material to use as agents, 
and material upon whom to work, we may expect 
conviction to take place. Every congregation 
ought to be in a state of revival all the time. 
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x 
REPENTANCE 


Repentance literally means a change of mind. 
Relating to a sinner, it means a change of mind 
with an intense desire that something be undone 
that he has done. It means to change the mind 
or course of conduct on account of regret. This 
is accompanied with real sorrow. It is brought 
about by godly sorrow. “For godly sorrow 
worketh repentance to salvation not to be re- 
pented of.” 2) Cor.’7:10. 

Repentance includes the following component 
parts: 

1. An intense desire that the sin or sinful life 

might be undone. Psa. 34:18; 38:4, 18; Ezek. 
~ 36:31; Matt. 5:4; 26:75; Acts 8:22. 

2. Confession of sin. Confession of one’s 
sins to God would naturally accompany an in- 
tense desire to have the sinful life undone. 2 
Saimii2 i436 Psa, 2265 751 a iieukerss2i 1813; 
Acts 19:18; 1 John 1:9. 

3. Forsaking sin. If one really desired his 
sinful life to be undone, he would naturally for- 
Sake “suchatife. 2° Chron. 77145" Psa, 37727; 
Prov, 28113); Isai1:16%'5 5:7} Ezek, 18 :27,'28,'30, 
31; Matt. 3:8 (margin). 
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4. Turning to the Lord. This, the sinner 
naturally does in repentance, for the Lord is the 
only one who can in any way undo his sinful 
“hifé.~ 2 Chron. "rpg se Psaviii9:59; ‘Isa. 55773 
Jer. 3:22; 36:3; Lam. 3:40; Hos. 14:1, 2; Joel 
2:12, 13; Zech. 1:3; Luke 15:18; Acts.26:18- 
20; 1 Thess. 1:9. ; 

5. Forgiveness of enemies. If, in the course 
of one’s sinful life, he has allowed an unforgiv- 
ing spirit to come into his heart, then forgive- 
ness in his own heart toward his enemies would 
necessarily form a part of his repentance. Had 
this spirit never come into his heart, then for- 
giveness of enemies would not form any part 
of his repentance. Matt. 6:14, 15; 18:21, 22, 
35; Mark 11:25,.26, 

6. Restitution. If one has an intense desire 
to have his past sinful life undone, he would 
naturally do any and every thing in his power to 
undo it. Then, any wrong deed toward another 
must be rectified as far as possible. - Ex. 22:5; 
Lev. 6:4, 5; Ezek: 33:15 5 Luke 19:8; 2 Cor: 8:22. 

Repentance always precedes saving faith. It 
clears the moral sky so that the penitent can 
see his way clearly to trust in Christ as his 
Savior. The jailer at Philippi was a penitent 
and was then told to believe. “Repent ye, and 
believe” is the order laid down in the Word. 
Mark 1:15. 
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Repentance in one sense is the gift of God. 
Actses :21, 2) Pim: 2728: 

Repentance is commanded of God. Acts 8:22; 
17:30. Thus, we have a union of the divine and 
the human agency. The Holy Spirit applies the 
truth to the sinner’s heart, showing him his con- 
dition and calling upon him to change, giving 
him help so to do. So we see that God not only 
gives him a chance, but commands him to act. 


J 


WHAT REPENTANCE IS NOT 


1. It is not conviction, Many become con- 
victed who never repent. 

2. It is not feeling sorry merely. The man 
behind the bars may feel sorry, and yet not re- 
pent. 

3. It is not remorse, nor anguish of mind 
simply. Judas had that, but did not repent. 

4. It is not forsaking some sins. Many re- 
form, break off from bad habits, yet do not re- 
pent. 

5. It is not “starting” in a meeting because 
some one else does, 

6. It is not weeping over departed loved ones. 
Many do this and promise to meet them in 
Heaven, but keep right on in sin. 

7. It is not crying over some pathetic inci- 
dent related in a revival meeting. Sometimes a 
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congregation is ‘bathed in tears,” and yet no one 
may come to repentance. 


8. It is not a fear of death, or of some calam- 
ity, or of Hell. One may become tremendously 
alarmed, yet not give up his sins. 


g. It is not turning over a new leaf and 
making good resolutions. No doubt all of us did 
this many times before we actually repented. 


10. It is not joining the church. If it was, 
what a host of saved people there would be! 


11. It is not going to the altar and crying and 
praying till one feels better. Many mistake this 
for even conversion, and go away deceived by the 
devil. 


12. It is not relief of conscience, because one 
believes he has done his duty. One will natu- 
rally feel better when he has done some duty, yet 
he may continue in sin. 


13. It is not performing good and charitable 
deeds to atone for past wrongs, Salvation is not 
found in building colleges out of fraudulent gain, 
nor in giving charity out of blood money. 


14. It is not “saying your prayers” every 
night, and by asking God to forgive the sins of 
the day, with no thought of doing differently the 
next day. This is an abomination to the Lord. 


BIBLE LESSONS. 53 
EXAMPLES OF REPENTANCE 


The Israelites in trouble. Judges 10:15, 16. 
David. 2 Sam. 24:10; Psa, 51 :1-3. 
Manasseh. 2 Chron. 33:12-19. 
The Jews after their captivity. Neh. 9:1-3. 
Nineveh. Jonah 3:5-10. 
John the Baptist’s crowd. Matt. 3:1-6. 
Peter after denying his Lord. Matt. 26:75. 
The prodigal son. Luke 15:11-24. 
The publican. Luke 18:10, 14. 
Zaccheus. Luke 19:1, 9. 
The crowd at Pentecost. Acts 2337-40. 
Saul of Tarsus. Acts 9:1-19. | 
The Philippian jailer. Acts 16:25-34. 
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EXAMPLES OF FALSE REPENTANCE 


True repentance is toward God. Acts 20:21. 
False repentance is toward one’s self. ‘‘Repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ always results in pardon. False 
repentance never results in pardon. It is not in 
the right direction. It is produced by a fear of 
punishment, or shame, or loss, or suffering, or 
such like, and does not reach out in the direction 
of God. 

Following are some of the examples of false 
repentance: 
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Pharaoh, Ex. 10:16, 17. 
Balaam. Num. 22:34. 

Achan. Josh, 7:20. 

Saul, .t Sam.15'24, 25; 
Shimei. 2 Sam. 19:18-20. 
Judas Iscariot. Matt. 27:1-5. 


ES a BI gic a 


There are three kinds of repentance spoken 
of in the Bible: one, pertaining to the sinner, 
which leads him to God for pardon: one, that 
pertains to the sinner, which is self-centered, 
and does not cause him to change his course of 
conduct: hence, does not result in pardon. The 
other kind pertains to God, meaning simply a 
change of mind. It signifies a change of purpose 
relative to some declaration or thought on His 
part, subject to certain conditions. Gen. 6:6; 
1 Sam. 15:11; 2 Sam. 24:16; Jonah 3:9, 10. 

God’s threatenings are conditional. He never 
changes His mind, or purpose first; but, as in 
the case of the overthrow of Nineveh, when the 
people changed, or repented, then He changed 
or repented, of the intended overthrow. Jer. 
18:8, 10. 


HOW TO DEAL WITH PENITENTS 


Be sure to have them pray audibly. Teach 
them not to be afraid of their voices. They 
should “agonize to enter in at the strait gate.” 
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Should they fail to pray right through to vic- 
tory, then probe them along the line of repent- 
ance in its different parts. 

1. Sorrow and regret. 

See that there is a real godly sorrow on ac- 
count of sin. If this sorrow is wanting, they 
would better pray on till they have it. See that 
there is proper regret for the past sinful life, 
with a sincere desire to have it undone. 

2. Confession. 

-Have them make a full confession of their 
sins to God. They should drag out their whole 
life of sin, and make a clean breast of it to Him. 
This part may not be done openly, should it em- 
barrass the seeker too much. Frequently the 
unburdening of one’s trouble to some spiritual 
worker helps to open up the way to God. 

3. Forsaking all sin. 

Question the seekers about giving up all sin 
in all its phases. Here would come in the differ- 
ent lines of forsaking, such as—(1) Sinful com- 
panions. (2) Sinful pleasures of all kinds. (3) 
Sinful business of any kind. (4) All known sin 
in word, thought or deed. (5) Sins of omission. 
This would involve the purpose of obedience to 
God in all things; to do anything He might re- 
quire. 

4. Forgiveness of enemies. 
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Frequently hard feelings toward another stand 
in the seekers’ way. They must have a forgiving 
spirit toward others, or God will not have a for- 
giving spirit toward them. Past grudges, 
wrongs and unkind feelings, and desire for re- 
venge must be put away forever. 

5. Restitution. 

According to the sinner’s past life there is de- 
manded restitution. Where the seekers have 
wronged others, they must purpose to make it 
right. The God of all justice will certainly re- 
quire this of all who have wronged their fellow 
men. Should restitution be impossible at the 
time, let them know that God looks at the pur- 
pose of heart, and if He sees a full purpose 
to make all necessary restitution as quickly as 
possible, He will take them on credit and grant 
the needed pardon. 2 Cor. 8:12. 

Following are some points of restitution, which 
more or less are liable to come before a penitent: 
(1) Stolen articles. (2) Stolen money. (3) 
Stolen postage stamps from employer. (4) 
Stolen time from employer. (5) Stolen railroad, 
steamboat, or street car fares. (6) Giving away 
things belonging to employer. (7) Old debts, 
such as borrowed money, money owed to another, 
board bills, meat, milk, bread, and grocery bills, 
etc. (8) Bankruptcy, where one has closed out 
and settled for so many cents on a dollar. (9) 
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Unpaid subscriptions on papers. (10) Cheating 
in trades. (11) Short weights and measures. 
(12) Keeping an overplus of change in trading, 
or otherwise. (13) Deceiving regarding taxes. 
(14) Sending writing through the postoffice in 
second class matter. (15) Using stamps again 
that had not been cancelled. (16) Injuring prop- 
erty, or in any way causing financial loss to an- 
other. (17) Keeping borrowed things, such as 
books, etc. (18) Keeping articles found, with- 
out trying to find the owner. (19) Burning prop- 
erty in order to get insurance. (20) Contractors’ 
schemes in cheating and swindling. 

One may make the excuse that a certain thing 
occurred so many years ago, but we|must remem- 
ber that with God there is no such thing as time; 
that a thousand yearsisasone day. 2 Pet. 3:8. 
Then a wrong act committed many years ago is 
before God the same as if it was committed 
today. 

6. Turning to God. 

When all is done and promised that the seek- 
ers know, have them know that they must then 
turn in full faith to the Lord for the needed 
pardon. Show them that the Lord will surely 
receive all who thus come and throw themselves 
into His arms of mercy. The final step is one 
of faith, which will surely secure the blessing of 
pardon. 
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XI 
THE ATONEMENT 


The word atonement literally means at-one- 
ment, or to be at one. It has reference to the 
death of Jesus Christ, through which God and 
man may become one, brought to a state of 
unity, or proper relationship, The original word 
signifies ‘covering,’ showing that our sins are, 
through the atonement, covered from God’s 
avenging justice. Rom. 4:7, 8; 1 Cor. 15:3. 

We understand by the atonement that Jesus 
Christ, by the offering of Himself, satisfied 
divine justice; that through His suffering and 
death, He bore the penalty of our sins. Isa. 
Sosa Gal aes 

The guilt of original sin is covered by the 
atonement, and is not imputed to any of the 
offspring of Adam until its remedy is willfully 
rejected. Hence, all who die in infancy are 
saved through Christ, the second Adam, from 
all the penal consequence of the sin of the first 
Adam, ; Rom. 5:18,< 1972 eiCord (1g es he 
atonement arrested the extinction of the human 
race, and its propagation after the fall is under 
the provisions of grace. Gen. 3:15; Heb. 2:14. 
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1. The atonement is one of the great funda- 
mental doctrines of the Bible. If we eliminate 
the cross, the blood, the suffering, the death of 
Jesus Christ, our hope is in vain. The Christian 
religion would then be as much of a failure as 
the false systems of the world. Christ crucified 
is the great and glorious theme of the Book. 
1 Cor? 2:2; Gal. 6:14, 

2. The atonement is vicarious; that is, Christ 
became the substitute for the penalties incurred 
by sinners. He died that we might live. Rom. 
BeO-O'* 28 Or, 5 217 Gale t34r. Petia s183a The 
animal sacrifices of the Old Testament are typical 
of Christ, our substitute. 

3. The atonement must have been absolutely 
necessary for the salvation of men, or the Father 
would not have allowed the death of His Son, 
neither would Jesus have consented to it. Heb. 
2:10; John 3:16. 

4. No other being in all the universe could 
have made an atonement for mankind. Christ 
alone could do this, for He was both divine and 
Human? 1 -Vim,;.2:5,.6% 3:10. 

5. The object of the atonement was to re- 
move all obstacles in the way of a complete 
reconciliation between the sinner and God; re- 
moving them in such a way that it would sat- 
isfy God, and open up the way for the sinner’s 
salvation. John 14:6; Eph. 2:15, 16. 
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6. By the atonement of Jesus Christ, God 
shows to the world His hatred for sin and love 
for righteousness. It shows how He can be just 
and at the same time be justifier of the penitent 
believer. Rom. 3:25, 26. 

7. The atonement is for all mankind, thus 
opening the way of salvation to all the human 
race, and not for a particular few. When the 
Word speaks of the “elect,’ it does not mean 
that only certain ones can be saved. Following 
are some texts showing the world=wide extent of 
the atonement: Isa. 45:22; 55:1; Matt. 11:28; 
Mark 16:15, 16; Luke 2:10; John 1:9; 3:16; 
O50 71173 972976 Acts 22r Hae s2 Congres, 
53 10Timpf2s4, 6) Heb: 2:0912( Pet.3 951, John 
212; Rew. g:20322 “37. 

8. While the atonement opens the way for all 
mankind to be saved, yet the Word does not 
say nor imply that all will be saved. The atone- 
ment is not an acquittal. Only those who repent, 
believe and receive the benefits of it will be saved. 
John 1:11, 12; 3:14-18. 


SAVING FAITH 


Saving faith is that simple and_ personal 
trust that springs from the penitent’s heart 
toward Jesus Christ as his personal and only 
Savior, thus appropriating Christ to himself. 
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We are saved by faith. When the seeker has 
properly repented; when every hindering cause 
has been removed; then faith at once takes hold 
on Christ and His promise, and pardon is the 
result. 

Saving faith always springs from the heart. 
“With the heart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness.” Rom. 10:10, A mere head or intellectual 
belief will not save. One may historically be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ and have no change of heart. 
“The devils believe and tremble,” and remain 
devils; but to believe with the heart always se- 
cures salvation. 

Saving faith is always in the present. “I be- 
lieve that He will save me,” never brings salva- 
tion. 

“We are not justified by tomorrow’s faith fore- 
seen, for that would imply justification from eter- 
nity. Neither are we justified by yesterday’s 
faith recorded and remembered, for that would 
imply justification that is irreversible. Ezek. 
§9:324)9133432,118;° 

We must believe that He doeth it now as we 
trust. 

Saving faith is expectant. It believes that God 
“Gs, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek him.” Not to expect indicates on 
the face of it no faith, 


1° Binney’s Theological Compend, page 122. 
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Saving faith is appropriating. It brings Christ 
to the heart. It receives. It grasps the promise 
and takes it in. It secures the object sought. 

Saving faith is not a gift of God supremely 
given, when and to whom He wills, but rather a 
gracious aid to the penitent when all hindering 
causes are removed. When the penitent is con- 
scious of the fact that he has properly repented 
and come to God to the best of his ability, the 
Holy Spirit, who has assisted him in his seeking, 
also helps him in the power to believe, but does 
not bestow faith upon him simply as a gift. The 
gift of faith (1 Cor. 12:9) is a special bestow- 
ment of the Spirit upon such believers whom God 
may see best to choose and trust. The gift 
spoken of in Eph. 2:8 is the gift of salvation by 
grace. God does not believe for any one, but 
He gives the grace and power to believe. The 
act of faith which secures salvation belongs to 
the seeker. God gives the power and the seeker 
acts. No one is capable of exercising that act 
till he has properly repented and come to God 
to the best of his ability. 

To the sinner there is a time to repent and a 
time to believe. We should never tell an unre- 
pentant sinner to believe; we should tell him to 
repent. Acts 3:19. When one has thoroughly 
repented, then is the time to tell him to believe. 
Acts 16:31. . 
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If, after much seeking, one is unable to be- 
lieve, generally there is something lacking in 
his repentance. Real repentance gets the rub- 
bish all out of the way so that faith will be 
made easy. 

The Word abounds in the teaching that we 
are saved by faith. Following are some of the 
places which teach this: Mark 16:16; Luke 
7:48-50; 8:12; John 1:12; (3:14-17, )36; 4:39; 
Gi40,9.47 392355385. 12:46; 20331 3) Acts 82375 
10:43; 16:31; 20:21; (Rom. 1:16,).17 13 :25).27, 
285120 4056-8: 110.4510; Gal..2 3163 3:24, 20; 
ebs rt :6;irrPetatco 7 1 Johne§:25 5:10. 

We should not get confused on the word 
“saved,” for it sometimes has reference to one 
experience and sometimes another. 

“Saved” sometimes refers to justification. Luke 
7:48-50; Acts 2:21; 16:31; 1 Tim. 1:15. 

“Saved” sometimes refers to sanctification. 
Acts 11:14; Heb. 7:25. 

“Saved” sometimes refers to the ultimate sal- 
vation in Heaven. Matt. 10:22; 24:13. 

“Saved” sometimes refers to divine healing. 
Luke 18:42; James 5:15. 


Fs WHY WE ARE SAVED BY FAITH 


The question may well be asked why we are 
saved by faith, and not in some other manner. 
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God has distinctly told us in His Word that this 
is the only plan, and a little thought upon the 
subject would show us why this and not some 
other plan had been adopted. 

I. From the nature of things. 

Man has to retrace his steps in coming back to 
God. When our first parents sinned, the world 
fell through their fall. They first disbelieved, 
then went into actual disobedience. In coming 
back to God for salvation, man of necessity must 
retrace this path, which is the reverse of the fall. 
He must first repent of his disobedience, then be- 
lieve God for salvation. The first thing man did 
in getting away from God was to disbelieve; the 
last thing one must do in getting back to God is 
to believe. The first step the prodigal son took 
in leaving home was the last step he took in 
getting back. The order of salvation is of neces- 
sity the reverse of the fall. 

Again man sinned in a moment of time. Faith 
operates in a moment of time. 

II. So as to take in everybody. 

The method of faith is the only possible one 
that could take in everybody, giving them all a 
possible and equal chance. If salvation had been 
on any other ‘basis whatsoever, some would of 
necessity be left out. “Suppose God had limited 
salvation to any one of the following methods, 
let us see what would have been the result. 
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1. Works. If we could be saved only by 
works, we see at a glance that multitudes would 
not be able to perform them, whatever the works 
might be. Hence, they would have to perish. 
Eph. 2:9. 

2. Purchased with money. If salvation could 
be obtained only as a commercial transaction, 
then all the poor, which includes the most of hu- 
manity, would have to be excluded. Acts 8:20. 

3. Nationality. The time has been that some 
people have thought only their nationality could 
be saved. If that were the basis of salvation, we 
see the utter hopelessness of all other nationali- 
ties. It seemed to be a surprise to the Jews to 
learn that others could be saved. Acts 11:18. 

4. Locality. Multitudes in the world make 
trips to certain places, because they believe there 
is saving virtue in so doing. If God had ap- 
pointed a*certain place only, where people could 
be saved, the masses of the world would have to 
be excluded, for they could not get there. Thank 
God, that “neither in this mountain, nor yet at 
Jerusalem” do people have to make a pilgrimage 
in order to be saved. John 4:19-21. 

5. Penance. The Roman Catholics, as well 
as some others, prescribe penance in connection 
with forgiveness. The one confessing must un- 
dergo certain privations, or suffering, or do cer- 
tain things before forgiveness is claimed to be 
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granted by the priest. If God had placed any 
special penance to be performed before the seeker 
could be saved, we see at once that some might 
not be able to perform the same, and others 
might not have time for it before death would 
cut them off. Acts 16:30, 31. 

6. Wisdom or knowledge. Could salvation 
come by this method only, the ignorant would 
have to perish. This would exclude the greater 
part of the human race. Isa. 35:8; 1 Cor. 1:21. 

7. Time. Should it take any special length 
of time for one to be saved, after beginning to 
seek the Lord, we can plainly see that many 
would be lost who might otherwise get saved. 
Sudden death might occur before such time could 
come that would secure their salvation, 2 Cor. 
6:2; Luke 23:42, 43. 

God, in His goodness and mercy, has placed 
salvation on a basis which need not leave out a 
single soul, He, being no respecter of persons, 
adopted a plan that would treat all alike, whether 
they are rich or poor, white or black, intelligent 
or ignorant, Jew or Gentile, bond or free. The 
thief on the cross furnishes us an example of the 
thought before us. If salvation had been on any 
basis mentioned above, it might possibly have 
left him out. But faith took him in. He was 
probably an ignorant man and of despised na- 
tionality. On Calvary, “outside the gate,” would 
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look like a poor place to settle one’s account with 
God. Hanging on the cross afforded no oppor- 
tunity for works of penance. He was probably 
too poor to have purchased salvation, and had he 
the money with him with which to purchase it, 
he could not have reached his pocket at such a 
time. As to time, it was that identical hour, or 
lose his soul forever. Thank God for a plan 
that can reach and save any one at any time, 
under any circumstance, at any place, who will 
throw himself upon God’s mercy and put it to a 
test. Surely this is one proof of the infinite wis- 
dom and mercy of God. 

III. So as to produce the greatest effect. 

God evidently desired to have a method in sal- 
vation which would create the greatest effect 
upon the individual, That method is faith, We 
are saved by faith, and walk by faith, and live by 
faith, and not by sight. The more we see a 
thing, the Jess it affects us; the more we believe 
a thing, the more it affects us. When we see 
anything more and more, we get more and more 
used to it, and the effect wears away. When we 
believe anything more and more, we become more 
and more impressed, and the effect is accordingly 
increased. To see some is to be affected some; 
to see more is to be affected less the more we see. 
To believe some is to be affected some; to believe 
more is to be affected more the more we believe. 
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So, when God adopted the plan of faith in saving 
souls, He chose a plan that would of necessity 
produce the greatest and an ever-increasing effect. 
as faith is increased. “For we walk by faith and 
not by sight.” 2 Cor. 5:7. : 

Again, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. Rom. 10:17, The more 
one hears by the word of God, the more is his 
faith increased. Hence, the need of preaching 
the Word. 


EXAMPLES OF SAVING FAITH 


God has not left us without witnesses to His 
saving power. The Word abounds in examples of 
saving faith which brought saving grace. We 
will notice some of these examples. 


Before Pentecost 


I. People in Jerusalem at the Passover. John 
2123. 

2. People in Samaria. John 4:30, 41. 

3. The nobleman in Capernaum, with his fam- 
ily. John 4:53. 

4. People in the temple in Jerusalem. John 
723%, 

5. People in the temple in Jerusalem upon an- 
other occasion. John 8:30. 
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People in the country where John the Baptist 


first preached. John 10:40-42, 


Certain Jews, through the resurrection. of 
Lazarus in Bethany. John 12:11. 


After Pentecost 


Three thousand on the day of Pentecost. 
Acts 2:41. 

Five thousand shortly afterwards. Acts 
4:4. 

The Samaritans under the preaching of 
Philip. Acts 8:12. 

The eunuch under the teaching of Philip. 
Acts 8:37. 

The inhabitants of Lydda and Saron. Acts 
9:35: 

People in Joppa. Acts 9:42. 

The Grecians in Antioch of Syria. Acts 
lihi2t. 

The deputy in Paphos. Acts 13:12. 
Gentiles in Antioch of Pisidia. Acts 13:48. 
Jews and Greeks in Iconium. Acts 14:1. 
The jailer and his family in sie Acts 
16:34. 

Some in Thessalonica. Acts 17:4. 

Many in Berea. Acts 17:12. 

Some in Athens. Acts 17:34. 

Many in Corinth. Acts 18:8. 

Many in Ephesus. Acts 19:18. 
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REPENTANCE 

This, according to the original word in Scrip- 
ture, means change of mind; an earnest wishing 
that something were undone that we have done. 
When repentance has respect only to the conse- 
quences of sin, as when a malefactor, who still 
loves his sin, repents because it exposes him to 
punishment, it is sometimes called worldly or 
legal repentance, as distinguished from godly or 
evangelical repentance. 2 Cor. 7:9-11. 

Evangelical repentance is called a “repentance 
toward God,” because it consists in turning from 
sin to holiness; implying a sense and hatred of 
sin, and a love of holiness. 


PROMISES FOR PENITENTS 


When seekers have repented and removed the 
hindering obstacles all out of the way, faith takes 
hold and pardon is received. Usually faith ap- 
propriates some promise of God, when the peni- 
tent at once receives the blessing sought. 

Seeing that usually some promise is appro- 
priated, we should do our best to assist their faith 
at the proper time by giving them the proper 
promise. 

We, as workers, should be so well; versed in 
the Word as to be able to point them to the very 


1, Binney’s Theological Compend, page 123. 
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promise most needed in each individual case. 
Following are some of the promises under spe- 
cial headings appropriate for penitents: 

I. Believe. Matt. 21:22; John 3:14-17; John 
3236; John 6:37; Jonna 12:46; John 20:31; at 
10:43; Heb. 11:6. 

2. Save. Isa. 45:22; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:21; 
Acts 16:31; Rom. 10:9; Rom. 10:13. 

3. %_Forgive.Isa.:55:73) Matt. 6:14; ‘Acts 26: 
18; 1 John 1:9. 

4. Receive. Matt. 7:8; Mark 10:29, 30; 
Mark 11:24; 2 Cor. 6:17, 18. 

5. Come. Matt. 11:28; John 6:37; Rev. 3:20; 
Rev. 22:17. 

6. Miscellaneous. Prov. 1 heh 6 Cl CPM OS RAE, 
43:25; Isa. 55:1; Jer. 29:13; Acts 2:39. 
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XII 
THE FIRST WORK OF GRACE 


This work of grace, bestowed through Christ 
upon the penitent believer, is couched under vari- 
ous expressions in the Bible, such as—justifica- 
tion, conversion, regeneration, born again, adop- 
tion, salvation, redemption, pardon, forgiveness, 
remission. 


JUSTIFICATION 


This term, as it applies, to the penitent sinner, 
means his acceptance of God, and pardon of all 
his guilt, through the atoning merits of Christ. 
He is pardoned for Christ’s sake. He is then 
placed in the same state of innocence in which 
he would have been had he never sinned. Luke 
18:14; Acts 13:39; Rom. 3:20-28; 4:5, 25; Rom. 
5:1; Rom. 5:9, 18; Gal. 2:16, 17; 3:11, 24; Titus 
ee 


CONVERSION 


Conversion is that change in the heart and life 
of the sinner which results from his turning to the 
Lord with “repentance toward God and faith to- 
ward our Lord Jesus Christ.” Psa. 19:7; 51:13; 


l 
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fsa.°1:27 3 6210; 6025 5) Matt:: 13:15; Matt. 18:3; 

Mark 4:12; Luke 22:32; Acts 3:19; 15:3; James 

5:20. 
REGENERATION 


This is that work of the Holy Spirit by which 
the penitent sinner experiences the spiritual 

change known as the new birth. It signifies an 
-impartation of life. There is only one place in 
the Bible where this word is used pertaining to 
Christian experience, and that is in Titus 3:5. 
There is one other place where the word is found 
(Matt. 19:28) when it refers to the future Mes- 
sianic restoration. 


BORN AGAIN, OR BORN OF GOD 


This is that spiritual birth into the kingdom of 
God, making one a child of God. John 1:13; 
John 3:3; 1 Corn15:8; 1 Pet: 1423 ; a: John:2 i293 
3:95.4:73 5:1, 4, 18. 


ADOPTION 


This is the act of God’s grace, whereby the be- 
lieving penitent is received into God’s family and 
made a child of God. Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:5; 
Ephe iss. 
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WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT 


It is the privilege and right of every such 
adopted child to have a certain knowledge of this 
his new relation to God, as the only foundation 
of truth, peace, comfort and hope. Isa. 26:3; 
32:17, 18; Psa. 119:165; Rom. 5:1-5; 8:1; Phil. 
47 SBph or (3-14 °r Phiess. 124)'5 5 Fe Pet1.2-9; 
1 John 2:20, 27. 

This blessing consists in the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit to the spirit of believers of their son- 
ship and acceptance with God. 1 John 5:10. It 
is called the spirit of adoption, Rom. 8:15, 16. 

This inward testimony is sometimes called 
the direct witness of the Spirit, as distinguished 
from the indirect, or outward testimony, called 
the fruit of the Spirit. Gal. 5:22, 23; Eph. 5:9. 

The two kinds of witness must go together. 
The first as a safeguard against distressing 
doubt, and the second to keep from delusion and 
presumption. Isa. 26:3; Rom. 8:14. 


SALVATION 


This is a comprehensive term. Pertaining to 
the penitent, it means the act of saving him from 
the guilt, act and penalty of sin. Isa. 45:22; 
Jer. 17:14; Mark 16:16; Luke 1:77; 7:50; 19:9; 
John 3:17; 5:34; 10:93 Acts 2:21; 13:26; 16230) 
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417 FRONd. 447165110 505-9;/10)s: 1 Cor. 3-21 y2..Gor. 
Ge2e7 10 svi 1 hessa SaQse1, did) 1315,3,.2245. Titus 
21%; James ih.227 3d Petud <9. 


REDEM PTION 


Redemption literally means the act of buying 
back. To the sinner it means rescuing from sin 
and its consequences, through the atonement of 
Jesus Christ. Hence, Christ is called our Re- 
deemer. Psa: 107:2%.130:8 ; Gal..3713.3 Eph. 1:7; 
Titus 2:14 1) Pet.)12185 Revio5::9: 


PARDON, FORGIVENESS, REMISSION 


These words are synonymous, meaning to ab- 
solve, or release from the consequences of sin. 

i. ardon) Psaieg iii piisa: ss:7eJeri233:8. 
The word pardon is not in the New Testament. 
a2 tuL OL eIVeNesS. £F Saw) SACBSAVOO 2S iTOS 
Neato 251 45.05 7:O):2, 6 yoMark 2:7 bukesy.47, 
Mss Atte 25239 5932 8 522051857: Romi 4.27 5" ph. 
12737422323 Col, 11.214 3. James 5 :153. 1 John. r:9; 
PINGS ; | 

4: :Remission.: Mark. (1:4;. Luke. 1:77;3.3:3; 
24:47; Acts 2:38; 10:43; Rom. 3:25; Heb. 9:22. 

While there is a difference in the meaning of 
the words which signify the first work of grace, 
yet they are all included in it. Justification has 


| 
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reference more to the work done for a person; 
regeneration to the work done in him. Conver- 
sion refers more to the turning of a person to 
God. One cannot say that he has obtained one 
without all the rest. When God receives a peni- 
tent He justifies, converts, regenerates, adopts, 
saves, redeems, forgives. The seeker is then 
born again. 


EVIDENCES OF THE FIRST WORK OF GRACE 


When God saves a soul He does not leave him 
without the evidence of that salvation. There 
are certain marks both inward and outward 
which evidence the fact of being a child of God. 
The following are some of these: 

1. Thy will be done. Matt. 6:10. This is a 
part of the prayer the Lord taught His disciples 
before Pentecost, and He would not teach any 
child of God a prayer which he could not offer. 
Hence, any converted person can say, “Thy will 
be done.” 

2. A forgiving spirit. Matt 6:14, 15. The 
very fact of one not being willing to forgive an- 
other proves that he is not forgiven himself. 

3. Self-denial. Matt. 16:24, 25. <A self-cen- 
tered life is evidence that no change of heart has 
taken place. 

4. Name written in Heaven. Luke 10:20. 
Every child of God has his name written in 
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Heaven. One may ask how he can tell when his 
name is there. How did the disciples know their 
names were there? The answer is—Jesus told 
them; and we are to know it by the witness of 
the Spirit. 

5. Forsaking all. Luke 14:33. Clinging to 
anything of this world is not forsaking all. To 
become a child of God, there must be a forsaking 
of all. 

6. <A joyous spirit. Luke 24:52, 53. The dis- 
ciples had joy in their experiences before Pente- 
cost. So do other converted people. If there is 
no joy of the Lord in the soul, there is no salva- 
tion. 

7. Life. John 10:10. Regeneration signifies 
life. God’s children have life; they are not dead. 

8. Keeping God’s Word. John 17:6. To keep 
God’s Word is to obey it and walk in the light 
of it. All converted people do this, 

9. Not of the world. John 17:14. When one 
gets saved there is a gap between him and the 
world. As Jesus was not of the world, so are 
His disciples not of the world. 

10. Peace with God. Rom. 5:1. When one 
comes properly to God he lays down his arms of 
rebellion, trusts Him, and always finds peace. If 
there is no peace, there is no saving grace. 

11. Love to God. Rom, 5:5. Sinners do not 
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love God; but every one who gets saved has His 
love immediately placed in the heart. 

12. No condemnation. Rom. 8:1. The burden 
of guilt is always removed when one is converted, 
and it stays removed as long as he stays con- 
vertedyr!.. J 

13. Witness of the Spirit. Rom. 8:16. When 
the work of saving grace comes into one’s heart 
it is always accompanied with the inner con- 
sciousness, by the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
that such work is done. _ 

14, A new creature. 2 Cor, 5:17. Salva- 
tion brings new life, new desires, new hopes, new 
friends, new service, new pleasures; in fact, all 
things become new. 

15. Fruit of the Spirit. Gal. 5:22, 23. This 
blessed fruit may be found in the hearts and 
lives of all God’s children, 

16. Works. 1 Thess. 1:3. When we see a pro- 
fessing Christian who does nothing for God and 
souls we see one who has nothing. 

17. No love for the world. 1 John 2:15. Lov- 
ing the world is loving anything that interferes 
with one’s service and love to God. Every child 
of God is cut loose from this old world and its 
love. 

18. Saved from actual sin. 1 John 3:9. Sin 
severs the soul from Christ. One cannot be a 
sinner and a Christian at the same time. 
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19. No hatred toward another. 1 John 3:14. 
No person can be in with the Lord and out with 
another at the same time. 

One may ask if everybody who gets, converted 
receives all of these marks or evidences. If one 
becomes a new creature, the characteristics of the 
old creature are gone, and ‘the characteristics of 
the new creature appear. Suppose by some won- 
derful transforming power a North American 
Indian should suddenly be turned into a typical 
white man; would not all the marks of the In- 
dian disappear and all the marks of a white man 
be seen? If a goat should be turned into a sheep, 
the goat nature and goat marks would be ex- 
changed for sheep nature and sheep marks. Let 
no one bolster himself up in the thought that 
he may have a part of these evidences of the first 
work of grace, and not have them all. 
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XIII 
INHERITED SIN IN BELIEVERS 


The Scriptures plainly teach that inherited sin 
remains in the heart after the first work of grace. 
It does not reign there as it did before conver- 
sion, for the grace of God keeps it under. The 
presence of this unholy element in the heart will 
surely be discovered sooner or later. It is this 
fact of inherited sin remaining, with its antago- 
nism to the spiritual life, that indicates the prin- 
cipal need of the second work of grace. 

We have at least three proofs of the existence 
of inherited sin remaining after conversion. 

I. Our personal experience. 

2. The experience of other Christians. 

3. The teaching of God’s Word. 


Following are some of the texts showing this 
element in the heart after conversion: 

1. Mal. 3:3. The sons of Levi (the priest- 
hood) were to have a purifying work done in 
them. This would signify something impure to 
be taken away. 

2. 1 Cor. 3:3. These things mentioned oc- 
curred after they were counted “babes in Christ.” 
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3. 2 Cor. 7:1. This cleansing was to be re- 
ceived by the “dearly beloved,’ and not by sin- 
ners. 

4. Gal. 5:17. This war inside takes place 
after conversion. The spiritual life and the carnal 
mind do not agree, and so the progress of the 
Christian is hindered till this element of inherited 
sin is eliminated. 

5. Eph. 5:25-27. It is the church, not the 
world, that is to be thus sanctified and freed 
from spots and wrinkles and such like. 

6. Heb. 3:12. It was the “brethren,” not sin- 
ners, who were to take heed concerning this evil 
principle within. 

7. Heb. 12:1. This besetting, inherited sin 
was to be laid aside by the converted Hebrews, 
-to whom this epistle was written. 

8. Heb. 12:14, 15. The remedy for this “root 
of bitterness” was to get the experience of sanc- 
tification, as cited in the fourteenth verse. Re- 
member, it was addressed to converted Hebrews. 

g. James 4:8. Here is the pure heart for the 
double-minded. Double-minded means two minds, 
the same as a double-yolked egg means an egg 
with two yolks. When one is a sinner he has one 
mind—the carnal mind. When he gets converted 
he has two minds—the mind of Christ and also 
the carnal mind. This makes him double-minded, 
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When he gets a pure heart the carnal mind is 
eradicated, and he is then single-minded again, 
but this time with the mind of Christ. 


INHERITED SIN IN THE DISCIPLES BEFORE PENTE- 
COST ; 


We find in the experience of Christ’s disciples 
before they received the second work of grace on 
the day of Pentecost, indications of the inherited 
sin remaining in their hearts. Following are 
some of the indications: 

Bigotry. Matt. 16:22, 23. 

Self-confidence. Matt, 26:33-35. 

Fear. Matt. 26:56. 

Desire for popularity... Mark 9:33, 34. 

Unholy aspirations. Mark 10:35-37. 

Denying Christ. Mark 14:66-72. 

Unbelief and hardness of heart. Mark 16:14. 

A spirit of revenge. Luke 9:53-56. 

Doubt. John 20:24, 25. 

It is frequently asserted that these disciples 

were not converted till the day of Pentecost. To 

prove their conversion before Pentecost, we call 

attention to the following evidences: 

I. They had left all- and were followers of 
Christ. Mark 10:28; Luke 18:28. 

2. They believed in Christ and confessed Him. 
Matt. 14:33. 
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3. They had a joyful experience. Luke 24:52, 
53: 
4. They were sent out to preach. Matt. 10:7. 

5. They had power to heal, and to cast out 

devils. Matt. 10:1, 8. 

6. They belonged to Christ. John 17:6, 9, II. 

7. They kept God’s Word. John 17:6. 

8. They were not of the world. John 17:14, 16. 

g. They were branches of the true Vine. John 
i Bi 
10. They were ordained of Christ. John 15:16. 

One may wonder how they could have such ex- 
periences as those mentioned with the indications 
of inherited sin, and yet be children of God. If 
we should look at these alone we might not think 
they had much of an experience; while on the 
other hand, if we look at the brighter side of 
‘their lives, we might think they had Christian 
perfection. The fact is, their experience varied. 
They. needed the second work of grace. 

To say that they were not justified until Pente- 
cost would be saying little of Christ’s ministry. 
Why would He ordain sinners to preach? If 
Christ failed to convert the people, surely our 
work would be in vain. 
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XIV 
THE BACKSLIDER 


The word “backslider” occurs but once in the 
Bible. It is found in Prov. 14:14. 

The word “backsliding” is found twelve times; 
nine of which are in Jeremiah and three in 
Hosea. The plural form, or “backslidings,” is 
found four times, all of which are in Jeremiah. 

This expression has become incorporated into 
our phraseology, and means to slide back from 
a Christian experience. 

While there are but few places in the Bible 
where backsliding is mentioned by that name, yet 
other expressions are found to indicate this sad 
and dangerous experience, 

Following are some of the expressions which 
indicate backsliding: 

Gone back, Psa. 53:3. Forsaken, Jer. 2:13. 
Turned back, Jer. 11:10. Departed, Mal. 2:8. 
Wax cold, Matt. 24:12. Went back, John 6:66. 
Falling away, 2 Thess. 2:3. Turned aside, 1 
Tim. 1:6. Draw back, Heb, 10:38, 39. Fail of, 
Heb. 12:15. Gone astray, 2.Pet. 2:15. Led 
away, 2 Pet. 3:17. 

As we look at the experiences of people, we 
find there are different kinds of backsliders. (1) 
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Some have lost their experiences and are de- 
ceived in the fact, and so keep right on in their 
profession; (2) some have leaked out and lost 
the witness of the Spirit, but not wanting to 
throw away their profession and go back to the 
world, they are endeavoring to sustain a Chris- 
tian life against all the odds of a real backslidden 
heart. These might properly be called backslid- 
ers'in heart rather than in outward life. (3) 
Others have so far backslidden that they have 
entirely given up their profession of religion. 
They may, or may not, have gone clear back to 
the beggarly elements of the world. (4) Others 
have not only given up and gone back, but have 
denied the faith and have gone into utter apos- 
tasy, and seemingly have crossed the dead-line 
and are beyond hope. The following are all the 
places where “backsliding’”’ is mentioned: Jer. 
Zit 2 OG, } ET, T2NI4y 22) SOs sh 1497 sar! 
22; 40:43 Hosea.4316; 11:7; 14:14. 

The doctrine, “Once in grace, always in 
grace,” is unscriptural and not always in accord- 
ance with personal experience. While it is pos- 
sible to get saved and never backslide, yet this is 
certainly not always the case. Some never re- 
cover from their backsliding, and so lose their 
souls. The deathbed scenes of many have proved 
this, while the Word of God also furnishes us 
both evidence and examples of such condition. 
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Judas, who evidently was a follower of Christ 
with the other disciples, finally backslid and went 
“to his own place.” King Saul was a backslider 
and afterward dabbled with spiritualism, and 
finally committed suicide. The latter end of 
Solomon is certainly very discouraging. There 
is no record which shows that he ever recovered 
from his backslidings. 


EXAMPLES OF BACKSLIDING 


The Bible furnishes examples of backsliding 
all the way from an individual to a nation. Fol- 
lowing are some of these examples: 


I. Individuals. 


1. King Saul. 1 Sam. 15:11, 26. 

2. King Solomon. 1 Kings 11:1-13. 

ay 2 Jounal. S Ps3, Lo: 

4. Peter. Matt. 26:69-75. 

5. Hymenzus and Alexander. 1 Tim. 
1:19, 20. 

6. Phygellus and Hermogenes. 2 Tim. 
T:15. 


7- Demas. 2 Tim. 4:10. 
II. Companies. 


1. Many of Christ’s disciples. John 
6:66. : 
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2. Christ’s immediate disciples. Matt. 
26:56. 


III. Churches. 


1. At Galatia. Gal. 1:6;%3:1; 4:9-11; 
5°4; 7- 

2. At Ephesus. Rev. 2:4, 5: 

3. At: Laodicea.. Rev. 3:14-10. 


IV. A city. Jerusalem. Jer: 8:5. 
VA nation. Usraels> Jer. 2:13; 19: 


CAUSES OF BACKSLIDING 


Backsliding is on every hand. Satan will try 
his best to lead one astray after he has found 
the narrow way. If he cannot turn him aside 
hy one method he will try another. The “wiles 
of the devil’ are many, and it behooves us not 
to be “ignorant of his devices.’’ Following are 
some of the principal causes of losing the grace 
of God from the heart: 

Neglecting secret prayer, Matt. 6:6; weslece 
ing public prayer, Acts 4:24; neglecting family 
prayer, Deut. 6:6-9; neglecting constant prayer, 
Rom. 12:12; neglecting testimony, Rom. 10:10; 
neglecting daily Bible reading, John 5:39; neg- 
lecting Christian service, 1 Cor. 15:58; neglecting 
to keep one’s vows and promises to God, Eccle. 


88 BIBLE LESSONS. 


5:4, 5; neglecting real holiness meetings, Heb. 
10:25; 2 Tim. 2:22; neglecting to preach holi- 
ness or other truths, 2 Tim. 4:2; neglecting to 
use one’s liberty in meetings, 2 Cor. 3:17; neg- 
lecting to walk in further light, Heb. 10: 
38, 39; neglecting to give God the benefit of the 
doubt, Rom. 14:23; neglecting to pray in times 
of trial, Heb. 4:16; neglecting to be true to 
others, Lev. 19:17; murmuring, I Cor. 10:10; 
gossiping, Lev. 19:16; criticising, Matt. 18:15; 
joking and foolish talking in general, Eph. 5:4; 
worrying, I Pet. 5:7; doubting, Mark 4:40; 
compromising, Neh. 6:3; stinginess, Prov. I1: 
24; laziness, Prov. 6:6; selfishness, Matt. 22:39; 
quenching the Spirit, 1 Thess. 5:19; worldly 
pleasures, 1 John 2:15; worldly  associa- 
tions, 2 Cor. 6:17; worldly marriages, 2 Cor. 
6:14; worldly cares, Luke 21:34; worldly dress, 
I Pet. 3:3; wrong reading, 1 Tim. 4:13; gadding 
about in meetings, Jer. 2:36; associating and fel- 
lowshiping with cooled-off folks, Eph. 5:11; re- 
ceiving unscriptural teaching, 2 Thess. 2:11, 12; 
toning down in testimony, Phile. 6; toning down 
in preaching, Acts 20:27; receiving impure 
thoughts, 2 Cor. 10:5; evil thoughts, 1 Cor. 13:5; 
looking at unclean pictures, Prov. 4:25-27; wan- 
dering, lustful eyes, Matt. 5:28; love of money, 
I Tim. 6:10; not giving as God’s Word directs, 
1 Cor. 16:1, 2; extravagance, 1 Cor. 10:31; fear 
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_of man, 1 John 4:18; receiving flattery, 1 Tim. 
3:6; being puffed up by success, Rom. 12:3; evil 
speaking, Titus 3:2; receiving evil speaking, 

Psa. 15:3 (see margin) ; discouragement, Deut. 
1:21; looking at one’s failures, Isa, 41:10; look- 
ing at other’s faults, Heb.12:15; not feeling right 
toward another, 1 Cor. 14:20; allowing harsh- 
ness to creep in, Eph. 4:2; self-will, Titus 1:7; 
being led by wrong and ridiculous impressions, 
I John 4:1; carelessness in different ways, 1 Cor. 
10:31; too much intimacy with the opposite sex, 
1 Tim. 5:22; not living up to one’s convictions, 
1 Cor. 16:13; remaining in secret societies and 
labor unions, 2 Cor. 6:14; wasting time, Eph. 
5:16; not minding the Holy Spirit’s checks 1 
Thess. 5:19. 

It will be observed that sins of a grosser na- 
. ture are not mentioned here. Satan is not apt 
to tempt a Christian with stealing, swearing, 
killing and such like, but rather with evils which 
do not seem awful. It is “the little foxes” 
which do the fearful work. 

In the event of one’s losing the grace of God 
out of his heart, God has left on record prom- 
ises for his recovery. We give a few promises 
for backsliders. Jer. 3:12-15, 22; Hosea 14:4; 
Mat.’ 37% John 2:1,''2. 

There are two passages which cause much 
concern in the hearts of many _backsliders, 
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throwing some of them into despair, simply be- 
cause they are not properly understood. One 
of these is Heb. 10:26. While this epistle was 
written to the Hebrews and this verse doubtless 
has reference to their sacrificial service, which 
they had abandoned, in accepting Christ, the 
great sacrifice for all mankind, it teaches them 
that with Christ rejected they could not return 
to those Jewish sacrifices which they had for- 
saken with any degree of saving faith, whatso- 
ever. The twenty-seventh verse clearly teaches 
that such a willful departure from well-known 
truth and from such a high state of grace as 
taught in this tenth chapter of Hebrews, brings 
a sense of God’s outraged mercy and His im- 
mutable justice, which paralyzes faith and closes 
the human heart to the overtures of the Holy 
Ghost. “A certain fearful looking for of judg- 
ment and fiery indignation, which shall devour 
the adversaries.” A deliberate, willful departure 
from this high state of grace, brings such an ab- 
sorbing realization of condemnation and just 
retribution, as to consume any godly conviction 
of sin, that would offer encouragement to 
return. 

The other text is found in Heb. 6:4-6. Here 
is mentioned, not only a high, but a mature state 
of grace. There is no doubt but that a person. 
may fall from a high state of grace and regain 
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his position. But the idea, as taught by some 
authors, that a person may backslide from this 
high and mature experience and continue to 
crucify to himself the Son of God for a season, 
and yet get reclaimed any day he chooses to quit 
his avocation as Christ’s executioner, is unten- 
able and unscriptural. This passage really 
teaches the same truth as the former one; 
namely, that a deliberate departure from such 
an experience as this, practically declares the 
work of the Holy Ghost to be evil, counts the 
blood of Christ an unholy thing, crucifies the 
Son of God afresh, and apostatizes the soul be- 
yond the possibility of renewal to its former 
state. 

While God does not intend for His people to 
backslide, He, seeing their danger, urges them 
tc take every precaution to avoid it. 1 Cor. 
10:12; 2 Peter 1:4-10; 1 John 1:7. Should any 
miss the mark, they may find full authority for 
hope and faith to seek reclamation and restora- 
tion, in the scriptures quoted for backsliders, on 


page 89. 


*92 BIBLE LESSONS. 


XV 


CONSECRATION, OR THE LIVING 
SACRIFICE 


In order to receive the second work of grace, 
or sanctification, God enjoins upon all His chil- 
dren to dedicate themselves entirely to Him. 

The real condition of being sanctified, is faith ; 
but in order to have this faith, one must make a 
full consecration to the Lord. This gets every 
thing out of the way, or perhaps more properly 
speaking, im the way, so he can believe. 

Following are some of the expressions used 
to indicate this act: Consecration, dedication, 
living sacrifice, giving up all, putting all on the 
Altar, dying out, crucifixion. 


SOME TEXTS ON CONSECRATION 


Ex. 30:30; Deut, _16%9-12; 1 ‘Chron... 29:5% 
Rom: (6713, 193..12*t $.15 16> 1, Cor.6-1o,as 
a Cor: Bis; 

None of these texts, nor any other in the Bible, 
indicate that we are to consecrate ourselves to 
the service of God, but to God Himself. If we 
are simply consecrated to His service, our conse- 
cration is good so long as we can serve; but if 
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we are consecrated to God Himself, it is good 
whether we are able to serve or not. Then we 
are on His hands, and He must look out for us. 


CONSECRATION COMPARED WITH REPENTANCE 


Consecration sustains somewhat the same re- 
lation to the second work of grace, as repentance 
does to the first.. Before the sinner can receive 
pardon, he must repent. Before the believer can 
receive sanctification, he must consecrate. 

Repentance clears the way for the sinner to 
believe for pardon. Consecration clears the way 
for the Christian to believe for sanctification. 

Repentance is giving up one’s sins. Conse- 
cration is giving up one’s self. 

Repentance is giving up all the bad things to 
the devil where they belong. Consecration is 
giving up all the good things to God where they 
belong. 

Repentance is coming to God empty handed. 
Consecration is coming to God full handed. The 
literal meaning of consecration is, to fill the hand. 
1 Chron. 29:5 (margin). 

In repentance the sinner is tired of his unholy 
warfare, throws down his arms of rebellion and 
makes an unconditional surrender. In consecra- 
tion the believer, in an accepted state of pardon, 
comes with his hands full, including all he has, 
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dedicates all to God, and is then equipped for 
God’s warfare. 

We should never tell a sinner to place all 
upon the Altar, for that is only another expres- 
sion for consecration, and this a sinner can- 
not do. 


SCRIPTURE PROOFS THAT CONSECRATION IS FOR 
CONVERTED PEOPLE 


I “Rongta2: 

1. They were addressed as “brethren,” and 
that means they were not sinners. 

2. They were besought “by the mercies of 
God.” Only converted people know the mercies 
of God. Prov. 28:13; Isa. 55:7. 

3. It was to be a present to the Lord—“pre- 
sent yourselves.” No present can be made with 
the proper motive, except that motive is love; 
hence, these people must have had the love of 
God in their hearts in order to have the right 
motive in making the present. Sinners do not 
have the love of God in their hearts. 

4. This text. was written to the Christians at 
Rome, and they were called saints. Rom, 1:7. 
Hence, they were not sinners. 

5. They were to present a “living sacrifice.” 
Sinners could not do this, for they are “dead in 
trespasses and sins.” Eph. 2:1. 
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6. This sacrifice could be made only by the 
believer, for “the sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord.” Prov. 15:8. 


iM Rom. 6:13: 

This command is given to “those that are alive 
from the dead.” It is something for live people 
to do, not for spiritually dead people. 


III. All the texts which show that sanctifica- 
tion is a second work of grace, also prove that 
consecration is for converted people, for sancti- 
fication is preceded by consecration. 

Thus, we see that it is converted people who 
are commanded to consecrate themselves to God. 
We also see the necessity of having a clear ex- 
perience of the first work of grace when seeking 
for sanctification. 


SOME THINGS INVOLVED IN CONSECRATION 


We are instructed to present our bodies a liv- 
ing sacrifice. Rom. 12:1. Why does God want 
our bodies? Because they are to be the temples 
of the Holy Ghost. 1 Cor, 6:19. When Solo- 
mon’s temple was presented to God, in that won- 
derful dedicatory prayer, it was suddenly filled 
with the glory of God. 2 Chron. 7:1. Malachi 
tells us that the Lord, whom we seek, shall sud- 
denly come to His temple. Mal. 3:1. 


96 BIBLE LESSONS. 


When God accepted Solomon’s temple and 
filled it, He said it was sanctified. 2 Chron. 
7:16. When He accepts our offering in dedica- 
tion to Him, and fills us, He says we are sancti- 
fied.. Rom. 15:16. . 

When God accepted Solomon’s temple and 
sanctified it, He said it was perfected. 2 Chron. 
8:16. When he sanctifies us, He says we are 
perfected. Heb. 10:14. 

Thus, we see that in order to experience the 
blessing of sanctification, it involves the dedica- 
tion of our bodies to Him. 


We learn that our spirit, soul and body are 
to be preserved blameless ; hence, our spirit, soul, 
and body must be given over to God. 1 Thess. 
een 

We are commanded to yield our members to 
God. Rom. 6:13. Our members include our 
hands, feet, (eyes; ete.’ 3) Cor. 12.14-23-- Our 
members must be consecrated to God, and form 
channels of righteousness and not channels of 
unrighteousness. 


Following is a list of some of the things that 
might be itemized in our consecration of spirit, 
soul and body: hands, feet, eyes, ears, tongue, 
mind, talents, reputation, time, money, property, 
influence, position, service, family, friends, appe- 
tites, future. 
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When we have covered the ground, after deep 
heart-searching and giving to God everything 
of which we can think, we should then give Him 
the “unknown bundle,” which includes all that 
of which we cannot think at the time, and which 
will come up later. It means to say Amen, to 
all the unrevealed will of God till He is through 
with us in the world. 

Such consecration means that we are to give 
God supreme control of all that we have given 
Him, and He is to use all, as He sees best. It 
also means that we are to use none of these 
things in any way that will displease Him. 


OUR FULL PURPOSE OF HEART 


We should have in mind this purpose of heart: 


1. I will go anywhere Thou wantest me to 
go, and nowhere Thou dost not want me to go. 

2. I will do anything Thou wantest me to 
do, and nothing Thou dost not want me to do. 

3. I will say anything Thou wantest me to 
say, and nothing Thou dost not want me to say. 

4. I will be anything Thou wantest me to 
be, and nothing Thou dost not want me to be. 

5. I will suffer anything Thou wantest me to 
suffer, and nothing Thou dost not want me to 
suffer. 


> 
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6. I will do all things to the honor and glory 
of God. What I cannot thus do, I will leave un- 
done. 

7. I will give God the benefit of every doubt, 
doing nothing in doubt. 

8. I will wear nothing I cannot wear to the 
glory of God. 

g. I will eat or drink nothing, except I can 
glorify God in it. 

10. I will not spend any money that I can- 
not spend to the glory of God. 

11. I will do nothing that I would not be 
willing to be doing if I knew Jesus was coming 
the next moment. 

12. As the steward of God, I will carefully 
guard all that I have consecrated to Him, and 
see that it is all, and always kept, in His hands. 

Let it be understood that all of this is to be 
done by the help and grace of God, for we could 
not do it in our own strength. 

If one follows out this definite and itemized 
consecration to God, the way of faith will open 
up to him, and he will surely realize God’s ac- 
ceptance, and know the sanctifying work is done. 


FOUR IMPORTANT THINGS 


There are four things done in getting the ex- 
perience of sanctification. Two of them are done 
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by us, and two by the Lord. Our part always 
precedes the Lord’s part. We will number and 
name them. (1) Consecration. (2) Faith. (3) 
God accepts and sanctifies. (4) God gives the 
witness of the Spirit. 

: These are always in this order, never changed. 
Seekers frequently try to change them in this 
way; they claim they have made their consecra- 
tion, then they try to jump over number two 
(faith), and number three (God’s acceptance), 
and try to get number four (the witness). But 
the witness always comes last, and each one in 
its proper order. 


Too 
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XVI 


THE SECOND WORK OF GRACE 


The Word of God abounds in the teaching of 
a definite, second work of grace. We find it in 
both the Old and New Testaments. 

By a right understanding of this wonderful 
work of God, the believer is more easily incited to 
seek it. 


POSITIVE SIDE OF THE SECOND WORK OF GRACE 


I. 


Baptized with the Holy Ghost. Matt. 

4:04: 

Filled with the Holy Ghost. Acts 2:4. 

The falling of the Holy Ghost. Acts 10:44. 

The pouring out of the Holy Ghost. Acts 
10:45. 

Receiving the Holy Ghost. Acts 10:47. 

The Holy Ghost coming on. Acts 19:6. 

The sealing of the Holy Spirit. Eph. 1:13. 

Power from on high. Acts 1:8. 

The promise of the Father. Luke 24:49. 
The abiding Comforter. John 14:16. 
The anointing. 1 John 2:27. 

The fullness of the blessing. Rom. 15:29. 
The fullness of God. Eph. 3:19. 
The life more abundant. John 10:10. 
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_ NEGATIVE SIDE OF THE SECOND WORK OF GRACE 


I. Sanctification. 1 Thess. 5:23. 

2. Holiness. Heb. 12:14. 7 

Ba -ertection, 2 Cor. 13:0: 

zw bertect.., Matt. 6 48. 

5. Perfect love. 1 John 4:17. 

6. Pure heart. Matt. 5:8. 

7. Clean heart. Psa. 51:10. 

8. Purification. Titus 2:14. 

g. Cleansing. 1 John 1:7. 

10. Old man crucified. Rom. 6:6. 

11. Crucified with Christ. Gal, 2:20. 
12. Body of sin destroyed. Rom. 6:6. 
13. Circumcision of the heart. Col. 2:11. 
14. Dead to sin. Rom. 6:11. 

15. Saved to the uttermost. Heb. 7:25. 
16.) Rest: Heb.4:1. 

17.. Whiter than snow. Psa. 51:7. 


The following expressions will give the differ- 
ent aspects of the blessing: 

1. It is the work of God’s grace in the jus- 
tified believer’s heart, whereby it is cleansed 
from all inherited sin, and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. 

2. It is a clean heart full of pure love. 

3. It is a state ot holiness. 

4. It is a state of heart purity. 

5. It is a state of perfect love. 
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6. It is a state of perfect peace. 

7. It is a state of abandonment to God. 

8. It is a state of rest. 

g. It is a state of spiritual preservation. 

10. It is a state of power from on high. 

11. It is God having His own will and way 
in one’s heart and life. - 


While there is a difference in the meaning of 
these expressions, yet all are included in the same 
second work of grace. They are inseparable. 
One cannot say that he is enjoying part of them, 
but not all. He cannot say that he has the nega- 
tive side, but not the positive. It needs no spe- 
cial proof to show that the expressions on the 
negative side are all included in one experience, 
for when the inherited sin is eradicated from the 
heart, we can see at once how holiness, under 
these different names, would be in one’s posses- 
sion. But all do not agree that one would neces- 
sarily be in possession of all that is mentioned on 
the positive side. We herewith give positive 
proof that all these expressions are included in 
the second work of grace. First, we will connect 
the expressions on the positive side. 

Baptized with the Holy Ghost in Acts 1:5 
equals filled with the Holy Ghost in Acts 2:4. 
The first text was Christ’s promise, and the latter 
was the fulfillment. 
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Baptized with the Holy Ghost in Acts 11:16 
equals the falling of the Holy Ghost, the pouring 
out of the Holy Ghost and receiving the Holy 
Ghost in Acts 10:44, 45, 47. This we know is 
all one experience, for Peter in the first text is 
reciting the experience the people obtained in the 
other three texts. 

Now, if baptized with the Holy Ghost equals 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and it also equals the 
falling of the Holy Ghost, the pouring out of 
the Holy Ghost and receiving the Holy Ghost, 
then filled with the Holy Ghost must equal the 
falling, pouring out and receiving of the Holy 
Ghost, for “things which are equal to the same 
thing are equal to each other.” 

Again, we have the expression of receiving the 
Holy Ghost in Acts 19:2, which equals the Holy 
Ghost coming on in Acts 19:6; for Paul had 
asked the Ephesian brethren.if they had. received 
the Holy Ghost, and finding out that they had 
not, he prayed for them, and the Holy Ghost 
came on them. This receiving and coming on 
of the Holy Ghost equals the sealing of the 
Holy Spirit in Ephesians 1:13, for Paul in Ephe- 
sians 1:13 is recalling the experience to the 
Ephesian brethren which they received in Acts 
19:2, ‘6, several years before. 

Now, if receiving the Holy Ghost ete bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost, filled with the Holy 


104 BIBLE LESSONS. 


Ghost, falling and pouring out of the Holy 
Ghost, and also equals the Holy Ghost coming 
on, and the sealing of the Holy Spirit, then the 
Holy Ghost coming on and the sealing of the 
Holy Spirit must equal those other expressions, 
on the ground that things which are equal to the 
same thing are equal to each other. 

Then we have the positive proof that baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
falling of the Holy Ghost, pouring out of the 
Holy Ghost, receiving the Holy Ghost, the Holy 
Ghost coming on people, and the sealing of the 
Holy Spirit are identical. 

Again, the Comforter in John 14:16 equals the 
Holy Ghost in John 14:26. 

Again, the promise of the Father in Luke 24: 
49 equals the power from on high in Acts 1:8, 
which equals filled with the Holy Ghost in Acts 
2:4. It is easy to see, then, how all the expres- 
sions on the positive side are connected. 


CONNECTING LINK BETWEEN THE POSITIVE AND 
NEGATIVE SIDES : 


When Peter rehearsed his experience with the 
‘Gentiles at Caesarea he said that the Holy ‘Ghost 
was given unto them, and that in that experi- 
ence their hearts were purified. Acts 15:8, 9. 
This proves that when the Holy Ghost comes, a 
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pure heart is the result. In another place he re- 
hearsed the same experience and said that the 
Holy Ghost fell on them as on the apostles at 
the beginning, or, in other words, at Pentecost. 
Acts 11:15, Then the apostles on the day of 
Pentecost received pure hearts. This, then, con- 
nects the positive with the negative side, and ad- 
mits of no “third blessing.” The only third 
blessing which could be understood from the 
Word would be glorification. Some one has 
said, ‘Salvation is in three volumes—justifica- 
tion, sanctification and glorification.” The first 
and second volumes are already published and 
some of us have enjoyed their contents. The 
third volume we are expecting soon to be out, 
and with the “blessed hope” we are looking for 
its appearance. We shall be glorified when Jesus 
comes. ! 


EVIDENCES OF THE SECOND WORK OF GRACE 


As the first work of grace is accompanied 
with certain Bible marks, or evidences, so in the 
second work we have clear evidences of the work 
being done. Following are some of these evi- 
dences: . 

1. The Holy Ghost and fire received. 

This means the baptism, filling, etc. This gra- 
cious infilling, outpouring, overflowing experi- 
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ence was the initiative blessing which placed the 
disciples in the new Pentecostal life and dispen- 
sation. It has been God’s standard of religion 
ever since. Acts 2:4; Matt. 3:11. 

2. Power from on high. 

The Holy Ghost Himself is the seat of power, 
and when one has Him, he has power. Acts 
1:8. 

3. The old man crucifed. 

The mighty power of the Holy Ghost coming 
into one’s heart, leaves no room for inherited sin. 
This evil principle is cleansed away, eradicated 
from the heart, so that no uprising of it is felt 
so long as holiness is retained. Rom. 6:6. 

4. Dead to sin. 

This is only another expression of inherited sin 
being eradicated, carrying the thought more par- 
ticularly of separating from it. Rom. 6:11. 

5. Purity of heart. 

When inherited sin is eliminated from within, 
then the heart is clean, or pure. It cannot be 
said to be pure while inherited sin is within. 
Matt. 5:8. 

6. Preservation in Christian life. 

The beauty of this second work of grace is 
that the power of God will preserve us blameless 
in spirit, soul and body till Jesus comes, imply- 
ing, of course, that we live and prove faithful. 
t Thess. 5:23: 
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7. The fullness of God. 

If the Holy Ghost fills the heart, and the Holy 
Ghost is God (Acts 5:3, 4), then, in this grace, 
one-experiences the fullness-of God. Eph. 3:19. 

8. The body a living sacrifice. 

This is a necessary requisite in obtaining the 
blessing. The living sacrifice has not only been. 
made, but is perpetuated by all who enjoy this 
sanctified life. Rom. 12:1. 

9. The body, the temple of the Holy Ghost. 

When the body is yielded to God, the Holy 
Ghost comes in and makes it His temple in which 
He. dwells. Ail sanctified people experience this 
I, Cor. 6510. 

10. Loss of all things. 

Clinging to anything whether great or small, 
will cause God to withhold the blessing. Every- 
thing is handed over in order to obtain and re- 
tain the experience. Phil. 3:8. 

II. Omeness with Christ and His sanctified 
people. 

As the bride and the bridegroom become one 
in their married state, so does the Christian be- 
come one with Christ in the sanctified state. By 
having all inherited sin cleansed from the heart, 
it becomes natural for all the sanctified people to 
melt into oneness through this grace. John 
17:21: 

12. A holy hfe. 
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This is the natural outflow of a pure heart. 
It would be very contradictory to claim to have 
a pure heart, and not have a holy life. 2 Pet. 
3:11. ; : 

13. Perfection of love. 

If God is love, and the heart is filled with God, 
perfection of love will naturally follow. Perfect 
love is love without any alloy. 1 John 4:17. 

14. Perfection of peace. 

This means “the peace of God,” or the im- 
ported peace from Heaven placed in the heart, 
and which ballasts the soul in time of outward 
storm, and holds one steady and undisturbed in 
his patience when things seem to go all wrong. 
Isa. 26:3. 

15. Perfect faith. 

This is a faith unmixed with doubt. It does 
not mean that it is incapable of increase, but the 
whole is pure, unmixed in this sanctified life. 
1 Thess. 3:10. 

16. Perfect works. 

This means works done with an eye single to 
God’s glory, with the proper motive always back 
of them. Heb. 13:21. 

17. Perfect unity. 


This is a fellowship and friendship which can - 


be brought about only by the purifying and melt- 
ing power of the Holy Ghost in sanctification. 
John 17:23. 
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18. Perfect heart. 

This is a heart that is perfectly loyal and sub- 
missive to God. It means a heart in which 
God has wrought His complete will in saving 
grace. In the perfect heart will be found these 
other experiences of perfection, inseparable. 2 
Chron. 16:9. ; 


EXAMPLES OF THE SECOND WORK OF GRACE 


God has not left us without witnesses to His 
sanctifying power. Both the Old and New Tes- 
taments abound in living examples of this work 
of grace. Following are some of these ex- 
amples: 

Noah. Gen. 6:9. 

Abraham. Gen. 17:1. 

Aaron and his sons. Lev. 8:30. 

David. 1 Kings 11:4; Psa. 86:2; 101 :2. 
Asa, I Kings 15:14. 

Elisha. 2 Kings 4:9. 

Hezekiah. 2,Kings 20:3. 

Job... .Jobyt v5.8. 

Isaiah. Isa. 6:7. 

John the Baptist. Mark 6:20. 

11. God’s prophets. Luke 1:70; 2 Pet. 3:2. 
12. One hundred twenty disciples. Acts 2:4. 
13. jeter... Acts 4:8. 

14. The seven,deacons. Acts 6:3, 5. 
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15. Stephen. Acts 7:55. 

16. The Samaritans. Acts 8:17. 

17. The Romans. Acts 10:44. 

18. Barnabas. Acts 11:24. 

19. Paul. Acts 13:9; Rom. 15:29; 1 Thess. 
Zito. 

20. The Ephesians. Acts 19:6. 

21. . The apostles... Eph. 3:5. 

22. The Philippians. Phil. 3:15. 

23. Hebrew brethren. Heb. 3:1. 

24. Certain women of old. 1 Pet. 3:5. 

25. Certain men of old. 2 Pet. 2:21. 

26. The apostle John and others. 1 John 


4717. 
‘WHAT THE SECOND WORK OF GRACE IS NOT 


Sometimes it assists one better to understand 
the meaning of an expression when he first un- 
derstands what it is not. There is so much mis- 
understanding on this subject, that we will devote 
a lesson to what this grace is not. 

1. Jt is not absolute perfection. 

This belongs to God only. He is perfect in 
all His attributes, both natural and moral. If 
Christians could be absolutely perfect, they would 
have perfect power,- perfect wisdom, etc., and 
their lives would admit of no mistakes what- 
ever. ; 
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2. It 1s not angelic perfection. 

This pertains to angels. They have a freedom 
and knowledge and perfection of being, un- 
tainted by any fall. This, mortals do not possess, 
even though they are purified. 

3. It 1s not Adamic perfection. 

This pertained to our first parents before they 
fell. They had a physical perfection which was 
lost to the world after sin entered. They had no 
defect in understanding or affections. 

4. It is not resurrection perfection. 

This belongs only to the glorified Christian. 
No one can experience this perfection till Jesus 
comes and raises him from the dead, and glori- 
fies his body. This will be at Christ’s second 
commie,“ 

5. It does not free one from temptation. 

Satan is not destroyed when inherited sin is 
cast out. If he tempted Christ, surely he will 
tempt Christ’s sanctified followers. 

6, It does not free one from the possibility 
of sinning. ; 

Free agency is not destroyed in any degree of 
grace. While on probation, we will have the 
power of choice, and may yield to temptation and 
sin. But’we are not compelled to do so. 

7, It does not free one from the possibility 
of falling. 
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Angels fell from theit celestial perfection. 
Adam fell from his Edenic purity. Paul watched 
lest he might become a castaway. Holy people, 
occasionally, all along the ages have fallen from 
grace. 

8. It does not free one from mistakes and 
blunders. 

Our memory may fail and cause serious 
trouble. We may make wrong conclusions and 
act accordingly, yet have pure motives. We may 
be mistaken in appearances, have queer imagi- 
nations, conceive wrong opinions, say the wrong 
thing, or the right thing at the wrong time and 
in many ways fail in what is best, by such lack 
of mental and physical perfection as is attached 
to this life. One may make a thousand mistakes 
and yet be sanctified, but he cannot commit one 
known sin and retain the experience. God looks 
at the motive back of all our actions. One might 
kill his neighbor and yet be innocent, or save his 
neighbor’s life and yet be a murderer. Suppose 
he sees him about to be killed by a wild beast. 
He attempts to shoot the beast and kills his 
friend. God looks at the motive and accounts 
him innocent. Suppose the neighbor were his 
enemy, and: he sees him about to be killed by 
the wild beast. He-takes advantage of the occa- 
sion and attempts to shoot the man while pre- 
tending to shoot the beast. He misses the man 





BIBLE LESSONS. 113 


and kills the beast, and the man is saved. But he 
is a murderer at heart, and God accounts him 
such. God looks at the motive. 

9g. It does not preclude further growth in 
grace. 

It gets the hindering causes out of the way, 
sc that the soul can rapidly grow in grace. 
There is very little spiritual growth with most 
Christians till they experience this second work. 

10. It is not the top round of the ladder be- 
yond which it 1s wmpossible to get. 

It really prepares the way for higher climbing. 
One can never get so high that he cannot see 
higher peaks ahead. 

11. Jt 1s not some new doctrine thrown out 
on the world with the false systems of these 
last days. 

It could not well be said that this is new, 
when it is God’s truth scattered throughout the 
Bible. It is as old as God Himself. 

12. It is not conversion, 

This always precedes the second work of grace. 
Without this first work there could be no second. 

13. It is not getting “warmed up.” 

Cooled-off people and all kinds of backsliders 
must get “warmed up” before they are eligible to 
the second work of grace. 

14. It is not a big blessing, merely. 


TEL BIBLE LESSONS. 


While it is a big blessing, yet one may receive 
many big blessings, and still not be sanctified. 
No doubt many mistake some great blessing for 
this second work of grace. Certainly great care 
should be taken lest they be deceived at this 
point. 

15. Jt is not a state of feeling. 

Feelings are sometimes very deceptive. If 
one is depending upon them, he may sometimes 
think he is not sanctified when certain disagree- 
able feelings arise, coming, perhaps, from a dis- 
ordered stomach; while on the other hand, one 
may be deceived into thinking he has the bless- 
ing, when it is only the result of some special 
duty performed, or joy from some other source. 
The word “feeling” occurs but twice in the Bible, 
but in neither case referring to salvation. 

16. It is not good resolutions. 

One cannot obtain the blessing without good 
resolutions, yet he may make a thousand reso- 
lutions, and not get sanctified. 

17. It is not repression of inherited sin. 

This comes in the experience of conversion. 
If one does not hold sin under, it will master 
him, and he will consequently lose the grace out 
of his heart. 

18. Jt is not consecration, except in part. 

Consecration is the human side of sanctifica- 
tion. 
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SOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE FIRST AND SEC- 
OND WORKS OF GRACE 


I. In the first work of grace the old man is 
bound ; in the second work, he is cast out. 

2. In the first work, we are freed from actual 
sins; in the second work, we are freed from in- 
herited sin. 

3. The first work deals with the evil outcrop- 
pings from a corrupt heart; the second work 
deals with the corruption in the heart which pro- 
duced the outcroppings. 

4. The first work cleanses the sinner’s hands; 
the second work purifies the believer’s heart. 

5. The first work puts our names down in 
Heaven; the second work, puts Heaven down 
in us. > 

6. The first work brings peace with God; the 
second work brings the peace of God. 

7. The first work turns us from our evil 
way; the second work turns the evil way from 
us. 

8. The first work cuts away the poisonous 
fruit and tree which come from the carnal root; 
the second work pulls up the stump of the carnal 
tree by the root. 

g. The first work has to do with the evil 
actions of life; the second work with the cause 
of those actions. 
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to. The first work suppresses the carnal 
mind in us; the second work expresses the carnal 
mind out of us, 

11. The first work brings us out of Egypt; 
the second work brings us into Canaan. 

12. In the first work, we are driven through 
fear and sorrow to a place of safety; in the 
second work, we are drawn by an unseen power 
to a place of blessing. 

13. The first work takes us out of the world; 
the second work takes the world out of us. 

14. The first work deals with the impure 
stream coming from an impure fountain; the 
second work cleanses the fountain and makes the 
stream pure. 

15. The first work deals with the outcrop- 
pings of a spiritually diseased system ; the second 
work deals with the spiritual disease in the 
system. 

16. The first work saves from the evil work- 
ings of an evil principle; the second work saves 
from the evil principle itself. 

17. The first work brings spiritual sight; the 
second work brings clearness of sight. 

18 The first work brings the sinner, like 
Lazarus, out of the grave; the second work 
loosens him and lets him go. 

19. The first work puts life in the soul; the 
second work gives life more abundantly. 
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20. The first work cuts off the crop which 
grew from carnal soil; the second work reno- 
vates the soil that grew the crop. 

21. The first work makes us heirs to the in- 
heritance above; the second work gives us the 
earnest of this inheritance. 

22. The first work puts the love of God into 
the heart; the second work puts out everything 
but that love, and then it is perfect. 

23. The first work comes to the penitent sin- 
ner empty-handed; the second work comes to 
the consecrated believer full-handed. 

24. In the first work we have the Holy Spirit 
with us; in the second work we have the Holy 
Spirit in us. 


\ 
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XVII 
ERRORS REGARDING A THIRD BLESSING 


There are some people claiming the experience 
of holiness, who teach an experience subsequent 
to sanctification, known to them as the baptism 
of fire. There are others who would disclaim 
teaching any third blessing, yet the outcome of 
it practically is the same. We will notice some 
of these lines of teaching. ‘ 

I. Sanctitied, then baptized with fire. 

There are very few places in the New Testa- 
ment where the word “fire” occurs relating to 
the Christian experience, and only in two places 
where it could possibly be construed to mean a 
third blessing. These two places are Matthew 
3:11 and Luke 3:16. The argument of the third- 
blessing people lies in the conjunction ‘“‘and” 
which follows the expression “He shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost.” They claim, that be- 
cause the word “and” is used, it proves that it is 
something more and subsequent to what goes 
before. To say that it always carries the thought 
of something subsequent, is simply preposterous. 
That the word “fire” gives another phase to the 
experience, we admit. If a building were de- 
stroyed by water and fire it would be two phases 





BIBLE LESSONS. 119 


of destruction, but not necessary at all that one 
was subsequent to the other. 

We will submit the following arguments 
against the baptism of fire as a subsequent work 
to sanctification, making it a third blessing: 

I. In Matthew 3:11, it says, “and with fire.” 
The word “with” is in italics, showing it is not 
in the original, but only supplied; leaving the 
thought more, that it is one work of grace 
wrought with the Holy Ghost and fire all at 
once. Mark and John do not have the word 
“fire” in their account. - 

2. The promise of the Holy Ghost and fire 
was given by John the Baptist to be fulfilled by 
Christ in the experiences of His disciples. When 
it was fulfilled in their experiences on the day of 
Pentecost, “they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost,” and the fire that came was tongues of 
fire. <All of this came about at once and there 
was no third blessing about. Why do not the 
third-blessing people disclaim all baptism of fire 
till the cloven tongues descend upon them? 

3. The Scriptures teach that God’s ministers 
are flames of fire. Heb. 1:7. The Word also 
declares that “our God is a consuming fire.” 
Heb. 12:29. By passages, too numerous to men- 
tion, the Word teaches that the preparation for 
the ministry and God’s service in general, is 
sanctification. Then, any one who is a sanctified 
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minister is a flame of fire, and if he is filled with 
God, then he is filled with fire. 

4. The expression of fire as used in connec- 
tion with the baptism with the Holy Ghost is 
more to indicate the working of the Holy Ghost. 
As fire purifies, burns, shines, expands, moves, 
so the Holy Ghost of whom fire is the emblem 
here, purifies, burns, shines, expands and moves 
in the experience of every one who receives Him. 
The Holy Ghost is God, who is a consuming 
fire. 

5. Those who have a definite experience of 
sanctification or baptism with the Holy Ghost, 
are satisfied with the fire, and know they have 
it. Those who have claimed to be sanctified, 
and then go to seeking for the baptism of fire, 
are wanting in the second blessing. Not feeling 
satisfied, they think they need something more, 
which they do. They are instructed by third- 
blessing teachers, and finally claim this third 
blessing, so-called. If they received anything at 
all, it was only conversion, or some manifestation 
‘of the Spirit in answer to their faith and sub- 
mission to Him, and not any third blessing of 
fire subsequent to their sanctification. \ 

6. The experience of the advocates of this 
third blessing, so-called, is certainly discourag- 
ing. The wrecks of these people over the land 
are poor proof of their being on the Bible line. 
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7. The fire which burns in the hearts and lives 
of the real sanctified children of God, which they 
received at the time of their sanctification, and 
which abides, is positive proof that the baptism of 
fire accompanies the experience of sanctification. 


Il. Sanctified, but lacking the power. 

Some claim to be sanctified, but are void of 
power. This could not be for several reasons. 

1. It is the baptism with the Holy Ghost 
which sanctifies, and the Holy Ghost is the power 
Himself.' When we have the Holy Ghost we 
have the power. 

2. Christ told His dieeinlts that they should 
receive power when the Holy Ghost came upon 
them. Acts 1:8. He had prayed for their sancti- 
fication a little before this. John 17:17. When 
they received the Holy Ghost or sanctification, 
the power we know was in them. 

3. People who are conscious of their sancti- 
fication these days, know ‘that the power of the 
Holy Ghost is working in them. 

4. It would be impossible for a good wire to 
be in contact with a dynamo, and perfectly in- 
sulated at the same time, and then connected with 
something to which the power could be carried, 
without being a channel for that power to work 
in. So, when a soul today becomes perfectly in- 
sulated from everything but God, then gets in 
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touch with the dynamo of the skies, he will have 


power working through him. . 


III... Cleansed, but not filled. 


It is the desire and tendency of the Holy 
Ghost to fill every soul that will let Him. As 
the air presses fifteen pounds to the square inch 
on the outside of a vacuum, and would come in 
if it had any opportunity, so the Holy Ghost 
presses upon the hearts of God’s children, and 
will not hang around on the outside when a heart 
is cleansed. In fact, it is the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost and fire that cleanses the heart in the 
first place, and of course the filling will abide. 


IV. Days of emptying before Pentecost. 


If the disciples spent several days in getting 
emptied of inherited sin during their tarrying in 
the upper room, as some seem to teach, this 
would force us to the conclusion that inherited 
sin is divisible. It is no more divisible than the 
Holy Ghost. One cannot receive a part of the 
Holy Ghost without receiving Him in His en- 
tirety; neither can he be emptied of a part of 
inherited sin without being emptied of it all. To 
say that the disciples were several days in con- 
secration, or in self-examination, or getting ready 
for the Holy Ghost, would be more in keeping 
with the Word. 
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V. Sanctified one day, and the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost later. 


Some people claim to have been sanctified on 
a certain day, and then the next day or soon 
afterwards, they received a mighty baptism with 
the Spirit. If they really were sanctified on 
that day, then they received the baptism that day, 
or else the baptism would be a third blessing in 
their case. No doubt the truth of the matter is, 
they got sanctified, receiving at the same time the: 
baptism with the Spirit. Then, that which fol- 
lowed the next day or so was the “manifestation 
‘ of the Spirit” which will come many times in 
the sanctified life. Great blessings are liable to 
come almost any time in this experience, but it 
would not be scriptural to call them the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost each time. The term to 
use is, the manifestation of the Spirit. If they 
did not receive the baptism with the Holy Ghost 
on the day they claim they were sanctified, then 
they were mistaken in their being sanctified on 
that day, and did not receive it till the next day 
or so when the great blessing fell upon them. 
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XVIII 
THE FOUR VIEWS OF SANCTIFICATION 


There are four views which obtain among 
professing Christians, regarding the time and 
manner in which this great blessing is to be re- 
ceived. Some believe it is obtained at conver- 
sion, and some at death only. Some believe it 
to be a gradual process by growth, while others 
believe it to be subsequent to conversion, prior 
to death and instantaneously by faith. As a> 
rule, all professing Christians believe it to be in 
one of these ways. The Catholics teach that 
there is a purgatory in which all sin is burned | 
out, and from which the people will come up 
to Heaven purified. This awful heresy, we will 
not discuss, as it is too ridiculous. 

One of the four views mentioned herein is 
correct. One of these roads is the. Scriptural 
one. If four roads lead out in the direction of 
a town, but only one of them terminates there, 
could we be convinced that three of them were 
wrong and would never lead a traveler there, 
then to prove positively the three which would | 
fail, we would need no further proof that the 
remaining one is the right road. We wish to 
prove in the next few lessons that three views of 
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sanctification are unscriptural and hence, wrong, 
and do not lead to the experience of sanctifica- 
tion, which is the second work of grace. 


NOT RECEIVED AT CONVERSION 


As a positive proof that this grace is not re- 
ceived at conversion we refer to the previous 
lesson. This, no doubt, would satisfy any 
unbiased mind; but additional proof can be 
found .in the Word. Following are some of 
these proofs: 

I. The Jews at Jerusalem. 

We refer to the disciples of Jesus who re- 
ceived the baptism with the Holy Ghost on the 
day of Pentecost. By referring to topic thir- 
teen, “Inherited Sin in the Disciples Before 
Pentecost,” which proves their conversion before 
Pentecost, we will see that they had left all 
and had become followers of Christ; that they 
believed on Him; that they confessed Him; 
that they belonged to Him; that they had 
a joyful’ experience; that they kept His 
Word; that they were not of the world; 
that they were branches of the true Vine; 
that they were ordained of Christ and 
had marvelous power to cast out devils 
and heal the sick. Surely no one having all 
these evidences is an unconverted person. 
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Upon these came the sanctifying power of the 
Holy. Ghost. Acts 2:4. Hence, it was not at 
conversion. 


II...The Samaritans at Samaria. 


We see by the following proofs found in 
Acts. 8:5-14 that they were converted people. 

1. They gave heed to Philip’s preaching. 

2. Many of them had unclean spirits cast 

out of them. 

3. Many were healed of diseases. 

4. They had great joy. 

5. They were believers. Believing brings 

: saving grace. 

6. They were baptized. This was the “out- 

ward sign of an inward grace.” 

7. They received the Word of God. 

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard of the 
revival-at Samaria, they sent Peter and John, 
who went to them and prayed with them, the 
result of which was the receiving of the Holy 
Ghost; for up to that time He had not fallen 
upon any of them. Acts 8:14-17. Thus we 
see, that they did not receive in conversion, the 
Holy Ghost, which brings sanctification. 


III. The Romans at Caesarea. 


In the city of Caesarea was a converted man 
called Cornelius. The proof of his conversion 
is found in Acts 10:1-5.. 
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1. He was devout. This means “pious, rev- 
erent, religious.” 
2. He feared God. Unconverted people do 

not fear God.. Rom, 3:18. 

3. He was.a great alms-giver. 

4. He was a man of much prayer. 

5. He could be trusted with a_ heavenly 
vision. 

6. He got his prayers through. 

7. His alms were acceptable to God. 

8. He was obedient. Acts 10:5, 8. 

9. He was just. Acts 10:22. 

o. The people had confidence in him. Acts 
10:22. 

The family of Cornelius was also converted. 
As a proof of this, see Acts 10:2: “One who 
feared God with all his house.” They had 
saving grace as well as Cornelius. 

Cornelius had gathered together quite a 
number of his kinsmen and near friends to 
hear Peter preach. Acts 10:24. This congre- 
gation was composed of converted people. Fol- 
lowing is the proof of this: 

1. They feared God, worked righteousness 
and were accepted of Him. Acts 10:35. This 
is not true of sinners.. They neither fear God, 
work righteousness nor are they accepted with 
Him. 

2. They had previously known the Word of 
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God, which preached peace by Jesus Christ. 
Acts “50. 730,' 37: 

During this sermon of Peter, the Holy Ghost. 
fell on all that heard him. In the same account 
it says the Holy Ghost was poured out upon 
them; also that they received the Holy Ghost. 
Acts 10:44-47. In another place it says they 
received pure hearts. Acts 15:8, 9. Thus, we 
see, that these people when converted, did not 
receive the Holy Ghost, which purified their 
hearts, which is the experience, of sanctifica- 
tion. 


IV The Greeks at Ephesus. 


In the city of Ephesus, Paul found twelve 
people who were converted. We find the proofs 
of their conversion in Acts 19:1-5. Following 
are these proofs: 

1. They were disciples. The word disciple 
was used to denote the followers of Christ. 
Acts. 9:26. 31 :26. 

2. They were believers. Paul told the jailer 
at Philippi if he would believe, he would be 
saved. Acts 16:31. Frequently in the Scrip- 
tures, in giving the account of people being con- 
verted, the record simply stated that they be- 
lieved. Acts 17:34. 


3. They had been baptized unto John’s bap- 
tism, which was unto repentance. Acts 19:4. 
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John’s teaching and baptism brought a knowl- 
edge of salvation by the remission of sins. Luke 
1:77; 3:3. 

Paul prayed for ‘those believing, baptized 
disciples, and they received the Holy Ghost, 
which brings the blessing of sanctification. 
Acts 19:6. Thus, we see that the experiénce of 
sanctification was not received at conversion. 

We have now noticed four great outpourings 
of the Holy Ghost, taking in four different na- 
tionalities — Jews, Samaritans, Romans and 
Greeks. In each case the people were converted 
before they received the Holy Ghost, proving 
that the experience of sanctification is not re- 
ceived at conversion. “Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons,” and He is just 
the same today. 


V. The Thessalonian church. 

The church at Thessalonica was a converted 
church. In the first chapter of First Thessalo- 
nians we have the HELGE proofs that they 
were converted: 

1. They were called the church. The church 
is God’s people. 

2. They were in God the Father, and in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Sinners are not in the 
Father, nor in Christ. 

3. Paul thanked the Lord for them. He 
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would not have thanked the Lord for unsaved 
people. 

4. They had work of faith, labor of love and 
patience of hope. ‘Faith, hope, charity (love): ~ 
these three” are not found in sinners’ hearts. 

5. They were called brethren beloved. Un- 
converted people are not addressed as such. 

6. They were elected of God. This does not 
belong to the unsaved. 

7. They were followers of the Lord. A 
Christian is a follower of Christ. 

~ &. They had received the Word with joy. 
This brings people to Christ. 

g. They were examples to all the country 
round about. Thisscould not be said of sinners. 

10. They sounded out the Word of the Lord. 
This would be strange work for unsaved people. 

11. Their faith was noted over the country. 
Sinners are not noted for their faith. 

12. There was no need of any reproof. This 
could not be said of unconverted people. 

13. They had given up idols. Sinners hang to 
them. : 

14. They had turned to God. This brings 
pardon. 

15. They were serving God. Sinners serve 
the devil. z 

16. They were looking for the Lord’s coming. 
Sinners would rather He would not come. 
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17. They were delivered from the wrath to 
‘come. Sinners are warned to flee from. the 
wrath to come. 

18. They were all the children of light. 
1 Thess. 5:5. Sinners are in the dark. 

19. They were not backslidden. 1 Thess. 3:5-7. 
. With all this array of evidence, who would 
assert that they were not converted? Paul 
wrote to this wonderful church, and in one short 
-epistle called their attention five times to the 
second work of grace. 

- 1. He wanted their faith perfected. 1 Thess. 

Z10. 

2. He wanted them established in holiness. 
1. Thess. 3:13. 

3. He stated that it was the will of God, their 
sanctification. 1 Thess. 4:3. 

-4. He stated that they were called unto holi- 
néss.) 71. Dhess: 9427: 

5. He desired that they might be sanctified 
wholly, and prayed that they might be preserved 
blameless in spirit, soul and body till the com- 
ing of the Lord. .1 Thess. 5: 23. 

It would be folly to write thus to a church 
that ‘already had the blessing of sanctification. 
It will be seen then, that this church was clearly 
converted, but not sanctified. 

For further proof that sanctification is not 
received in conversion, study the Old Testament 


eo 


132 BIBLE LESSONS. ¢ 


types bearing upon the subject, such as the 
crossing of the Red Sea and the crossing of 
Jordan, the two rooms in the tabernacle, the 
weaning of Isaac, circumcision, Ruth and Boaz, 
the feast of weeks or Pentecost, which will be 
found in later lessons. 

The next view we wish to notice is the one 
pertaining to death. A great many people who 
call themselves Christians hold to this view. 
Of course, as long as this error remains in their 
minds, there will be no seeking for the blessing. 
Following are a number of proofs showing the 
fallacy of this doctrine: 


NOT RECEIVED AT DEATH ONLY 


1. Where did this view originate? Certainly 
it did not originate in the Bible. Then, if it did 
not come from the Bible, no one ought to hold 
to it or any religious belief which has no “thus 
saith the Lord.” ; 

2. The Bible teaches that death came by sin. 
That is, sin caused death. Rom. 5:12. But 
Satan brought sin into the world, and if death 
has anything to do with our sanctification, then 
Satan and sin have some part in it, which cer- 
tainly is not true, 

3. Death is an effect, and sin (in its two-fold 
sense) is the cause. Sanctification is gettin 
rid of inherited sin. But an effect cannot destroy 
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its cause. The result of sin cannot, in turn, be- 
come its destroyer. Death is brought into the 
world by sin, but sin is not destroyed out of the 
world by death. 

4. The Bible says that death is our enemy. 1 
Cor. 15:26. If it could destroy or help to de- 
stroy sin, it would certainly be a very great 
friend. 

5. Jesus Christ is able to sanctify a soul with- 
out any help from an enemy. 

6. Sanctification is the work of God. Death 
is the work of the devil. Then how can work 
of the devil figure in the work of God? They 
are not in partnership. 

7. If one cannot get sanctified till death, that 
is, if sanctification to the believer, and death 
are inseparable, how far would one dare to pro- 
ceed in the direction of sanctification? 

8. Death makes a change only in the physical, 

.and not in the spiritual nature. Sanctification 
frees one from inherited sin. If death should 
free one from inherited sin, it would force us to 
the conclusion that inherited sin is located alone 
in the physical nature, and not in the spiritual 
nature. To illustrate: A patient lies chloro- 
formed on the surgeon’s operating table. A 
limb has been amputated and it lies on the floor. 
Is there any inherited sin in that limb? There is 
certainly not. Another limb is taken off. Is 
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there any sin in that limb? No. But it becomes 
necessary to amputate both arms in order to save 
his life. There lies about half the body now on 
the floor. Is there any sin anywhere in that pile 
of human flesh? No. But there was inherited 
sin in the man when he went on the operating 
table, where is it now? It is in him still, and 
located in his heart, or inner, spiritual nature. 
But the patient does not survive. He dies under 
the operation. Look at the part still on the table. 
Is there any inherited sin in that part of his body ? 
No more now than in the other part. Sin is in 
the heart, or spiritual nature. Then it is still with 
that part of the man. Where that spirit nature 
has gone, inherited sin has gone. Then it is not 
located in the physical man; hence, death does 
not free us from it. 

g. Death only liberates the spirit from the 
body. James 2:26. Sanctification liberates the 
spirit from inherited sin. 

Io. Sanctification prepares one for death. 
Psa. 37: 37. Death does not prepare one for 
sanctification. 

11. Sanctification prepares one for service. 2 
Tim. 2:21. What service is there in death? 

12. Sanctification prepares one for the Lord’s 
coming. I Thess. 5: 23.. Then we ought to be 
ready before we die. 

13. Sanctification prepares one for seeing God. 
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Matt. 5: 8; Heb. 12: 14. There is as much 
sense in the sinner putting off pardon till death, 
as in the believer postponing sanctification till 
then. 

14. Sanctification is by faith. Acts 26: 18. 
It is a poor time to exercise faith during the 
struggles of death. 

15. Sanctification comes with the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost. Acts 15: 8,9. In all the 
instances in the Bible where this baptism was 
received, not One was on his death bed. 

16. Sanctification enables one to love God 
with all his heart. Matt. 22: 37. It is perfect 
love. 1 John 4: 17. It is a command. When 
ought one to obey? Should one obey Him now, 
in this life, or wait till the death rattle comes? 
When should one love a mother, a sister, a wife 
or a child? ‘ 

17. We find in the book of Romans the battle 
of laws. There are four laws mentioned. Rom. 
7: 21-25; 8: 2. These laws are—the law of 
God, the law of the mind, the law of the Spirit 
of life and the law of sin and death. The law 
of sin and death is evidently the carnal current 
within. This is an evil law; the others are all 
good. The battle is this evil law against the 
other three. Now, if one cannot get sanctified 
_ (freed from the law of sin and death) until death, 
then this law must have more power than the 
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other three put together. But the fact is, it is 
not so strong as the law of the Spirit of life, for 
it says this law “hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death.” Rom. 8: 2. 

18. God is no respecter of persons. If He 
sanctified people in Bible times, He will do the 
same today. 

19. If we say the believer is made free from 
inherited sin at death, why not go farther and 
say that the sinner is made free from actual 
sin at that time? 

The Scriptures do not teach that it is impossi- 
ble to get sanctified at death, but that it is not 
God’s appointed time. A sinner might receive 
pardon at such a time, but that is no evidence 
that such is the hour appointed for such an ex- 
perience. 


SANCTIFICATION BEFORE DEATH—PROOFS 


1. Holy prophets since the world began. Luke 
Tt. 70; - 

2. Holiness all the days of our life. Luke 
Sy 

3. To them that are sanctified. 1 Cor. 1: 2. 

4. As many as be perfect. Phil. 3: 15. 

‘5. Sanctified and preserved blameless. I 
Thess.25. 23% = 

6. Holy men of God. 2 Peto1e21 

7. Sanctified and preserved. Jude 1. 
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“One of the awful delusions of these last days 
is the belief in sanctification by growth. What 
one expects to receive later on, or gradually, he 
is not going to agonize for now; hence, such 
teaching lulls the people to sleep and hinders 
them from being prepared for earth or Heaven. 
Following are some points showing that sancti- 
fication is not by growth: 

I. Growth takes time. Sanctification is by 
faith; hence, instantaneous. 

2. Growth is an addition to what already ex- 
ists. Sanctification really is a subtraction from 
what already exists. Some one has written, 
“Processes of growth can no more purify the 
heart than addition can produce subtraction.” 
One cannot get rid of inherited sin simply by 
adding to his Christian experience. 

3. Growth is produced greatly by Christian 
works. The Word teaches that we are not 
saved by works. Eph. 2:9; Titus 3:5. Growth, 
then, does not figure in obtaining this experience. 

4. If sanctification is by growth, then it is 
not by the blood of Jesus. The Word says it 
is through the blood. 1 John 1:7; Heb. 13: 12. 

5. The Word does not teach that we are to 
grow into grace, but im grace. Apple trees can 
grow in an orchard, but who ever heard of one 
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growing into an orchard? One can swim when 
he gets im the water, but who could swim into 
the water? It takes grace to enable one to 
grow; then how can one grow into the thing 
that causes growth? 

6. One cannot grow weeds out of his garden; 
but he can pull them up by the roots and cast 
them out. One cannot grow sin out of his heart ; 
but the “root of sin” can be pulled up and cast 
out, so to speak. 

7. How much of inherited sin have the un- 
sanctified Christians grown out of their hearts 
in their experience of ten, twenty, thirty or 
forty years? Is it not there just as big as it ever 
was? At the rate it has been disappearing, it 
would certainly take more than a millennium 
of time to grow it out. This life, then, would 
certainly be too short to produce sanctification 
by growth. : 

8. If anything can be eradicated gradually, it 
pre-supposes that thing is divisible. Inherited 
sin is not divisible ; hence, it cannot be eradicated 
gradually. Then sanctification cannot be by 
growth, for growth implies a gradual process. 

9g. Most of the growth in the justified ex- 
perience is a growth in desire and conviction 
for holiness. People usually are no larger, and 
frequently not so large, after years following 
their conversion, unless they have been sanctified. 
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With many, instead of growing in grace, they 
have been growing cold. 

10. Sanctification is a gift. Then it cannot 
be by growth, for one cannot grow into a gift. 
Gifts are received instantaneously; hence, sanc- 
tification cannot be gradual. 

11. All the Bible examples, receiving the bap- 
tism with the Holy Ghost (sanctification), re- 
ceived the blessing instantaneously. Then it was 
not by a gradual process of growth. 

12. If this blessing is by growth, where are 
the witnesses to it in these days? 

13. If it is by growth, how could one tell at 
what time to begin witnessing to the great gift? 

14. If it is by growth, then there certainly 
would be somewhere a “thus saith the Lord” 
for it. But where is it in the Word? 

15. It is said that sanctification is the end of 
Christian experience. Hardly; if so which 
end? 

16. The places in the Word where-it speaks 
of Christian growth, are closely associated with 
some statement which shows that the people 
were sanctified. Following are some of these 
places: 

“He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.” 
Psa. 92: 12. This follows the tenth verse: “I 
shall be anointed with fresh oil.” The anoint- 
ing oil is typical of the Holy Ghost. 
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“Ye shall go forth and grow up as calves of 
the stall.” Mal. 4: 2. This takes place after 
the first part of this text comes to pass; when 
the Son of righteousness arises “with healing 
in his wings,’ and one is made every whit 
whole. 

“Grow up into him in all things.” Eph. 4: 
15. This follows the twelfth verse: “For the 
perfecting of the saints.’ When one gets 
Christian perfection, then he can grow. 

“That ye may grow thereby.” 1 Pet. 2: 1. 
This follows closely after the previous chapter 
and the twenty-second verse: “Seeing ye have 
purified your souls.” It takes a pure soul to 
enable one to grow well. 

“But grow in grace.” 2 Pet. 3: 18. This 
follows verses eleven and fourteen. “What 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness.” “Be diligent, that 
ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, 
and blameless.” 

17. Sanctification is by purgation, as in Psa. 
51: 7; John 15: 2; by ablution, as in Psa. 51: 
7; by refining, as in Mal. 3: 3; by fire, as in 
Matt. 3:11; by crucifixion, as in Rom. 6:6; 
by cleansing, as in 1 John 1: 7. -In none of these 
expressions do we find any indications of 
growth. In fact they would imply the very op- 
posite; for growth indicates becoming larger, 
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while the experience expressed by these terms 
would show that the person had, at least in some 
respect, become smaller. 

Purgation signifies the cleansing away of im- 
purities. Ablution means the washing away of 
something. The refining process always means 
a lessening of the lump. Fire always burns up 
something. A fire is counted big in a city or 
building when there is little left. There could 
~ not possibly be any growth in literal crucifixion, 
which is a figure of the spiritual. The loss of 
blood, perspiration and tears would lessen one’s 
size and weight. Cleansing means the elimina- 
tion of impurities. All these expressions are 
used in the Word to make piain the second work 
of grace. If it was by growth, other kinds of 
expressions would have been used. 


THE RIGHT VIEW OF SANCTIFICATION 


This lesson presents the proper view of the 
second work of grace, being received instantane- 
ously by faith, subsequent to conversion and 
prior to death. Following are a few proofs that 
this is the correct view: 

1. It has been shown that the three previous 
- views are unscriptural. Then, if sanctification 
is not at conversion, it must be after conversion. 
If it is not at death, it must be before death. 
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If it is not gradually by growth, then it must be 
instantaneously in some other way. 

2. If we take it for granted that one of the 
four views as stated before is correct, and it has 
been proved that three are wrong, then the re- 
maining one must be right. 

3. Faith is an instantaneous act on our part. 
We are sanctified by faith. Acts 26: 18. Then, 
it must of necessity be an instantaneous act on 
the part of God. When one exercises the faith, 
God does the work, and the believer gets the 
blessing. ; 

4. Sanctification is a gift. Gifts are received 
instantaneously. A justified person may receive 
this gift now. ; 

5. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold; 
now is the day of salvation.” 2 Cor. 6: 2. Sanc- 
tification is full salvation. Then, it may be re- 
ceived now. 

6. The Bible furnishes many witnesses who 
had this blessing. There are witnesses today 
who have it. This is another proof ob the cor- 
rectness of this last view. 

It is understood by all, that sanctification, as 
it pertains to an experience received, must come 
from God. “Then, any one who denies sanctifi- 
cation must do it for one of these three reasons: 
(1.) God is not able. (2.) God is not willing, 
(3.) God is not ready. 
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- 1. If we deny His ability, we give the devil 
and sin credit for having more power than God. 
The devil, then, has done a work in man which 
the Lord cannot undo. Thus, the atonement 
cannot reach as far as sin has gone, which would 
make it at least a partial failure. 

2. If we deny His willingness, we make His 
word to be a lie; for it says, “This is the will 
of God, even your sanctification.” 1 Thess. 4: 
3. It would also be accusing Him of hard- 
heartedness in picturing out such a blessing in 
His Word, and then withholding it from us. It 
would be representing Him as cruel, by creating 
a longing in our hearts, and then withholding 
the satisfying portion. It would be a cruel par- 
ent who would thus taunt a child. 

3. If we deny His readiness to do it now, we 
do not give Him as much credit as we do the 
devil; for he is always ready to do his work. 
It would also be accusing God of thoughtlessness 
and sluggishness toward His children, when He 
sees their great need, and does not give them 
help. It would also make His word a lie; for 
it says, “Now is the day of salvation.” 


SOME PROOF QUESTIONS 


1. Do we need sanctification? He has prom- 
ised to supply our need.~ Phil. 4: 109. 
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2. Is it a good thing? Then He will not with- 
hold it. Psa, 84: 11. 

3. Do you desire itt? He will grant you all 
proper desires in the Lord. Psa. 37: 4. 

4. Is it a spiritual blessing? He will bless us 
with all spiritual blessings. Eph. 1: 3. 

5. Does it pertain unto life and godliness? 
God will give all such things to us. 2 Pet. 1: 3. 

6. Does it come under the head of all things? 
This is what He has promised. Rom. 8: 32. 
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XIX 
THE PROCESS OF SANCTIFICATION 


I. We are sanctified by God the Father. 1 
MenesSe he 225) Jtde-t. 

2. We are sanctified by the Word. John 17: 
175-10; Eph: 5:°26: 

3. We are sanctified by the blood. Heb. to: 
Zeta: 12)e1, jon 1: 7, 

4. We are sanctified by faith. Acts 15: 8, 9; 
20i716,, Gal. 3:14: 

5. We are sanctified by the Altar. Ex. 29: 
a7 WMatt..23) 10; Heb. 135 10, ¥2. 

6. We are sanctified by the Holy Ghost. Rom. 
Be 8Onn oy | hess. 27-13 <0 Pets 15:2. 

Does the Bible, then, teach several different 
processes of getting sanctified? No; all of these 
apparently different ways dovetail into one har- 
monious whole. 

1. We are sanctified by God the Father. He 
is the author of it, and commands it. Authori- 
tatively, it is through God the Father. 

2. We are sanctified by the Word. Through 
it we get the light and know the way. The 
Word is the instrument. Jnstrumentally, it is 
through the Word. 
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3. We are sanctified by the blood. There 
must be merit somewhere in our sanctification, 
and that is found alone in Jesus’ blood. Merito- 
’ yiously, it is through the blood. 

4. We are sanctified by faith. Some condition 
must be met. That condition is faith. Condi- 
tionally, it is by faith. 

5. We are sanctified by the Altar. This was 
the way provided for the ceremonial sanctifica- 
tion of sacrifices in the Old Testament. In the 
New Testament, Christ is the Altar. He has 
been provided as our method of approach to 
God, and on whom we may lay ourselves a liv- 
ing sacrifice, and have our gift truly sanctified 
by the Altar. Provisionally, it is by the Altar. 

6. We are sanctified by the Holy Ghost. He 
is the active and effective agent in the work. 
He does the work directly. He applies the blood. 
Effectively, it is by the Holy Ghost. 

Look at a lamp throwing out its light. What 
produces the light? Is it the oil, or wick, or 
burner, or chimney, or match? Yes; all had 
their part; all combined to give us light. So 
these different ways apparently, all combine to 
bring about the blessed work of sanctification. 
We read in the Word that God the Father com- 
mands it and provides for it. We then come 
with our living sacrifice and put all on the Altar 
(Christ), and then look up by faith, when the 
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Holy Ghost will apply the blood and do the 
work. He then remains in the cleansed vessel, 
filling, keeping, guiding and empowering the 
sanctified soul from day to day. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT IN SANCTIFICATION 


The great effective agent in our sanctification 
is the Holy Spirit, which Jesus has sent ac- 
cording to His promise. He applies the cleans- 
ing blood, fills the heart and ever afterwards 
abides within to keep us and to lead us into the 
further realms of divine grace, if we obey Him 
and let Him have His way. Following are some 
of the thoughts connected with the promise of 
the Holy Spirit: 

1. Prophesied by Joel. Joel 2: 28, 29. 

2. Promised by Christ. Luke 24:49; Acts 1:5. 

3. Fulfilled at Pentecost. Acts 2: 4. 

4. Verified by Peter. Acts 2: 14-16. 

5. Received by the disciples in Acts 2: 4; by 
the Samaritans in Acts 8: 17; by the Romans 
in Acts 10:44; by the Greeks in Acts 19: 6; by 
Stephen in Acts 6: 5; by Barnabas in Acts II: 
24; by Paul in Acts 13:9; by other disciples in 
Actsuh3r5 2; 

It is not to be understood that these are all 
who received Him, but only some clear ex- 
amples mentioned in the Word. 
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WHAT HE DOES 


1. He sanctifies. Rom. 15: 16; Acts 15: 
8, 9. 
2. He bears witness. Heb. 10: 14, 15. 
3, He empowers. Acts I: 8. 
4. He abides. John 14: 16. 
5. He comforts. Acts 9: 31. 
6. He teaches. John 14: 26; 1 John 2: 27. 
7. He reminds. John 14:26. 
8. He guides. John 16: 13. 
9. He helps us pray. Rom. 8: 26; Jude 20. 
o. He helps our infirmities. Rom. 8: 26. 
1. He produces spiritual fruit. Gal. 5: 22, 


I 

I 
23. 

12. He reveals the deep things of God. I 
Cot<2 > 10, 

13. He reveals the things God has given us. 
1 Cor.-2%.F2; 

14. He helps us to speak. 1 Cor. 2: £332 
Petsi+-28: 

15. He manifests Himself in us. 1 Cor. 12: 7. 

16. He imparts gifts. 1 Cor. 12: 8-10. 

17. He makes us epistles. 2 Cor. 3: 3. 

18. He gives liberty. 2 Cor. 3: 17. 

19. He changes us from glory to glory. 2 
Corea: 48 

20. He communes with us. 2 Cor. 13: 14. 

21. He builds us together. Eph. 2: 22. 
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22. He strengthens within. Eph. 3: 16. 
23.--He ‘seals: EphsA;,. 30. 

24. He fills. Eph. 5: 18. 

25. He gives unction. 1 John 2: 20. 

26. He gives assurance. 1 John 4: 13. 


HOW TO RECEIVE HIM 


1. Obey Him. Acts 5: 32. 

2. Present your body a living sacrifice. Rom, 
AAS 
3. Exercise faith. Gal. 3: 14. 

4. Then the body becomes the temple of the 
Holy Ghost. 1 Cor. 6: 19. . 

5. The offering, or consecration, the accept- 
ance and the sanctifying by the Holy Ghost are 
all found in Rom. 15: 16. 

When all the hindering causes are removed, 
the Holy Ghost will surely come in. As long 
as any obstacles are in the way, He will re- 
main outside. Should the seeker not be able to 
believe, he would better search for some hin- 
dering cause. He should ask the Spirit to 
search his heart and reveal the trouble and then 
immediately settle it with God, who will not be 
long in coming in. 
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XxX 
THE SECOND WORK OF GRACE IN TYPE 


In the Old Testament there are several beau- 
tiful types illustrating the second work of grace. 
God has not left us without plenty of evidence 
to prove His mind regarding this experience. 
Any one wanting light has an ample opportunity 
of receiving it as he reads of this grace in its 
various settings in the Word. Following are 
some of these types: 


THE PREPARATION 


Egypt typifies the world, Pharaoh the devil, 
the Egyptians one’s sins. The bondage of the 
Israelites to the Egyptians illustrates the bond- 
age of the sinner to his sins. Finally, the de- 
liverance came and while the Egyptians pressed 
hard after them, yet the Israelites crossed 
through the Red Sea and shouted victory on 
the other side. God shook off the Egyptians 
into the depths of the sea (Ex. 14: 27 margin), 
and the Israelites saw nothing but their dead 
bodies thereafter. So it is with the sinner; if 
he will give up his sins and forsake them, God 
will give him deliverance. He may be pressed 


BIBLE LESSONS. 151 


tremendously till deliverance comes, but God 
will open the way through and cast his sins 
into the depths of the sea (Micah 7: 19) and 
remember them no more. Heb. 10: 17. 
Canaan is a type of holiness. The country, 
products, water, heights, depths, victories, 
prosperity and all go to illustrate this victorious 
life. The crossing of Jordan into Canaan typi- 
fies getting sanctified. Jordan was the second 
crossing; holiness is a second work of grace. 


AT JORDAN'S BRINK 


The great army of Israel came up out of “the 
howling wilderness,’ and stood at Jordan’s 
brink. Forty years before they stood at the 
bank of the Red Sea. Later, they stood at 
the border-land of Canaan (Kadesh-Barnea), 
but fear and unbelief kept them from entering 
in. It is really not the same host that stood at 
the Red Sea, for those over twenty years of age 
had perished and their bones were bleaching in 
the wilderness. Only two of the warriors sur- 
vived,—Caleb and Joshua. About the same 
number now stand at the Jordan as. stood at the 
Red Sea, but they were either young when they 
left Egypt, or else were born on the way. Be- 
fore the hosts rolled the Jordan, overflowing 
its banks. Across it lay Canaan flowing with 
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milk and honey. Joshua, under God, was the 
leader, Moses having shortly before passed 
away. The passing of Jordan is one of the 
most striking figures of entering the sanctified 
life we can find in the Bible. The account is 
given in the third and fourth chapters of 
Joshua. 


PREPARE TO START 


“Prepare ye victuals, for within three days 
ye shall pass over this Jordan.” Josh. 1:11. 
When they left Egypt, they were thrust out and 
could not tarry. The sinner should hurry and 
get out of his sinful state, for he may be in Hell 
the next minute. The believer should make a 
careful dedication of all he has to God, thus 
preparing the way for this Canaan life of holi- 
ness. This need not take long. God is anxious 
to see the way prepared for His incoming. 


THE NEW WAY 


“For ye have not passed this way heretofore.” 
They knew the road out from Egypt; that is, 
those who were born there. The defeat at 
Kadesh-Barnea reminded them that they had 
passed close to the Canaan land without getting 
in. The way through the wilderness was still 
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fresh in their minds. But here was a way they 
had not passed before. The believer can say 
the same thing, as he faces the problem of holi- 
ness. There lies a hidden path like the one in 
the bottom of the river, unseen, over which he 
has not passed. He knows that he has passed 
from death unto life, but he has not passed over 
this way, “the way of holiness.” Isa. 35: 8. 


SANCTIFY YOURSELVES 


“And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify 
yourselves.” Here was ceremonial setting 
apart, separation, devotion unto God. It pre- 
ceded crossing Jordan. So must the believer 
set himself apart in entire separation and devo- 
tion to God before he can pass over into holi- 
ness. There is a human and divine element in 
sanctification. The human must precede the 
divine. 

“For tomorrow the Lord will do wonders 
among you.” He always will when we give 
ourselves up entirely to Him. 


THE PROMISE 
“Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord 


of all the earth passeth over before you into 
Jordan.” The ark contained God’s word, His 
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will, His promise. How appropriate that it 
should go before! So the promise stands out 
before the believer. God invites him to come 
and assures him that he shall obtain the blessing. 

God promised, that as soon as the priests’ feet 
should touch the brim -of the water, that the 
water should separate and they should pass on | 
through. So it is with the believer today. Af- 
ter his full consecration, he must step out on 
God’s promise, when he will receive the bless- 
ing. It is the touch of faith which secures the 
gift. 


DIFFICULTIES IN THE WAY 


“For Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the 
time of harvest.” This was apparently the most 
difficult season to cross. So it seems to the be- 
liever when he comes up to his Jordan. It 
seems that more difficulties are in the way then 
than at any other time. Satan would try to per- 
suade him that the water would be lower in a 
few months. Just now there are so many home 
difficulties, business difficulties, this objection 
and that trouble, which present themselves like 
the overflowing Jordan. Had the Israelites 
allowed the fear of the river being too deep, or 
wide, or swift to stop them, they probably never 
would have entered Canaan. The believer must 
look to God alone and venture in. Probably one 
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reason why the Lord allows the difficulties to 
be at their maximum height when one is about 
to get sanctified, is, that when his faith does 
finally take hold and he comes through victori- 
ously, he can then say, “Bless God! if He can 
take me through this difficulty, He can thereaf- 
ter take me through anything.” 


DIFFICULTIES VANISH 


God verified His promise. The waters parted. 
When the priests’ feet touched the water, a 
great pathway was made plain. They could not 
“see into it” before, but then it was clear. The 
water on the right was dammed up and held back 
for many miles, while on the left it flowed out 
of sight down to the Dead Sea, so that the people 
passed right over. No matter what the difficulty, 
if the seeker will venture his all upon God, and 
step out on His promise, the difficulties will pass 
out of the way, till he has a passage way right 
into Canaan. 


RESPONSIBILITIES 


They might have stopped while the victory 
was coming and looked at the great wall of 
water on their right, and feared that it would 
fall upon them. But God’s hand was on it and 
His power stayed it. Right in the midst of vic- 
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tory one is apt to see the great wall of responsi- 
bility, requirements, duty and obligations, so 
high, so great and so ready to swallow him up, 
that he trembles in the balance. Can he ever 
meet these obligations? Will they not crush 
him to the earth? Yes, if God’s hand was not 
on them. 


FOND HOPES GONE 


On the other side, like the waters which 
passed on down to the Dead Sea, one might see 
all his fond aspirations, hopes, air castles, what 
he wanted to be and do, all the lovely things 
naturally cherished before, but which only hin- 
dered his spiritual progress, passing out of sight 
and sinking into the dead sea of the past. What 
if the water had not moved away in the Jordan, 
could the Israelites have passed over? What 
if all these lovely things which the “old man” 
naturally clings to do not sink out of sight and 
become buried in the sea of death, how can one 
ever get through to the Canaan of perfect love? 
The loss of these very things is the opening up 
of the way through. 


SANCTIFICATION A QUICK WORK 


“All the people hasted and passed over.” 
This was quick. work. Let us notice four im- 
portant points in this type: 
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1. They did not cross the river when they 
crossed the Red Sea. Sanctification is not re- 
ceived at conversion. 

2. They did not grow across it, nor did they 
make much advancement in that direction dur- 
ing their wilderness life. Sanctification is nat 
obtained by growth. 

3. They did not cross it in the hour and ar- 
ticle of death, but on the other hand, were never 
more fitted for life and life’s battles. Sancti- 
fication is not to be postponed till death. 

4. They did pass over suddenly in haste. 
Sanctification is a quick work. 


THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT 


“And it came to pass, when all the people 
were clean passed over, that the ark of the Lord 
passed over.” The ark had stopped in the. midst 
of Jordan till the people had passed through, 
and then it followed on behind. So God stands 
out before the seeker with His attracting promise, 
till the seeker ventures in and by faith gains the 
victory; then, like the ark following, He comes 
with the clear witness of the Spirit, as if to say, 
“I told you so. Is it not just as I said?” 


RESPONSIBILITIES NOT SO GREAT 


“The waters of Jordan returned unto their 
place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did 
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before.’ When they were safe on the other side, 
the wall of water leveled down and flowed on 
smoothly. So, when one gets sanctified, all 
those great duties, obligations, and requirements 
level down and smooth over, not being so fearful 
after all. 


THE TESTIMONY 


A monument of stone was then erected as a 
testimony to coming posterity, that God had 
brought them through Jordan as well as through 
the Red Sea, that it might affect all who would 
inquire. So today He wants the peopie to know 
that He is able and willing to save to the utter- 
most. He would have us build a spiritual mon- 
ument, so that coming generations may be led 
to step out on the same solid, rock-like promises, 
and thus be able to say that their parents and 
grandparents passed by this way and testified 
to God’s sanctifying power. 


CHANGE OF DIET 


“Neither had the children of Israel manna any 
more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land 
of Canaan that year.” This was a better diet. 
Here it is: wheat and barley bread, milk and 
honey, butter and olive oil, figs, grapes and 
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pomegranates. It was a change for the better. 
Holiness brings about a better diet, and is always 
a change for the better. 


THE LAND OF CANAAN 


Many seem to think that Canaan is a type of 
Heaven. The thought has become incorporated 
into their theology, hymnology, testimony and 
prayers. Here are some proofs that it does not 
typify Heaven: 

1. The author of Hebrews calls literal Ca- 
naan, “rest.” Heb. 3:18. Then he spiritualizes 
it and says that we should enter into “his rest,” 
meaning the second work of grace. Heb. 4:1. 
He does not mean Heaven, for he adds, “We 
which have believed do enter into rest.” This is 
in the present tense, and cannot refer to Heaven. 

2. In Canaan there was much fighting to be 
done by the children of Israel. In Heaven our 
warfare will be over. 

3. There was a possibility and danger of 
backsliding out of Canaan. We do not read of 
any such danger to those who reach Heaven. 

4. After they had been in Canaan for years, 
Joshua told them there remained much land to 
be possessed. Josh. 13:1. In Heaven we shall 
enter at once, as far as we know, upon our full 
inheritance. 
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To show that Canaan is a type of holiness, we 
will notice the following evidences: 

1. It was a gift. Josh. 1:2-10. They received 
their charter from Heaven. It was a gift from 
God. Holiness is the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Canaan was not bought, merited nor worked 
for and received as pay for something done. 
Deut. 9:4. Holiness is not merited, neither can 
it be purchased for money. 

2. It was a dwelling place. Josh. 1:2-Io. 
God never intended the Israelites to live on the 
banks of the Red Sea, nor to abide in the wilder- 
ness. When they crossed into Canaan, they built 
a monument which signified, besides a testimony, 
that they had come there to stay. The experi- 
ence of justification is not the establishing and 
abiding point for God’s people. They are ex- 
pected to “go on unto perfection.” Heb. 6:1. 
The establishing place is holiness. 1 Thess. 3:13. 

3. It was a place of rest. Josh. 1:2-10. It 
meant rest from their weary wanderings; rest 
from their fears and doubts and murmurings and 
defeats ; rest from unsatisfied hunger and thirst. 
Holiness gives rest. It gives rest from the carnal 
mind and the distressing things which result from 
its existence within. 

4. It was a safe dwelling place. Josh. 1 :2-10. 
Canaan was the safest place in all the world to 
Israel, because it was just where God wanted 
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them to be. Holiness is the safest place in the 
world to the Christian, because it is the center of 
the will of God and that means safetv. No 
Christian ought to rest easy outside the state of 
perfect love which ‘“‘casteth out fear.” 

5. It was a good land. Deut. 8:7. It was 
good for all that goes to make up a desirable 
country in location, health, fruitfulness and. gen- 
eral prosperity. Holiness is a good experience. 
It is good for spirit, soul and body. It is good 
at home and abroad, in adversity and prosperity, 
in sickness and in health, all the time and under 
all circumstances. 

6. It was a watered land. Deut. 8:7. In 
the wilderness it was a question whether they 
would have plenty of water or not. In Canaan 
it was “brooks of water” in abundance. It was 
flowing streams everywhere. Holiness is the 
watered experience. Isa. 12:35 John 4:14; 
TeA7sao * Key. 22:17. 

7. It was a land of depths. Deut. 8:7. One 
part of Canaan is the deepest natural depres- 
sion on the face of the earth; the surface at the 
Dead Sea being thirteen hundred feet below the 
level of the ocean. Holiness is the deep experi- 
ence. In it one can get lower in humility and 
deeper into the things of God than in conver- 
sion. It is the deepest work of grace. How 
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deep? As deep as sin has gone. The blood 
“cleanseth from all sin.” 

8. It was a land of wheat and barley. Deut. 
8:8. This means bread. There was plenty of 
bread in Canaan. Holiness furnishes the supply 
of our needs. Christ is the bread of life. He 
comes in His fullness and abides. 

g. It was a fruitful land. Deut. 8:8. Vines, 
fig trees and pomegranates abounded. “Ye have 
your fruit unto holiness.” Rom. 6:22. This is 
the fruitbearing experience. John 15:1, 2. 

10. It was a land of olive oil. Deut. 8:8. 
Olive oil was in abundance in Canaan. Oil is a 
symbol of the Holy Spirit. The anointing comes 
in holiness. It will oil up the running gear of 
our natures. The heart will love better, the 
tongue will speak freer, the eyes will see clearer, 
the ears will hear keener, the feet will run 
swifter, the hands will work better and the 
mind will think clearer. 

11, It was a land of honey. Deut. 8:8. 
Honey abounded in Canaan. This typifies the 
sweetness of holiness. He has promised to pre- 
serve us unto His coming. A sour holiness is a 
sham holiness. The Holy Ghost can take out 
the vinegar in one’s experience, and fill the place 
with honey. 

12. It was a land of iron and brass. Deut. 
8:9. This signifies strength and stability. Such 
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will be the result when the Holy Ghost takes 
possession. He is the antidote for wavering, 
for being tfp and down, for doubts and fears. 
He has promised that our “shoes shall be iron 
and brass.” Deut. 33:25. 

13. It was a land specially cared for. Deut. 
II:11, 12. God saw that it was well watered 
‘and had His protecting eye always upon it. So 
it is with His sanctified children. His eye is 
specially upon them. 2 Chron. 16:9. 

14. It was a sufficient land. Josh. 1:3. It 
was already given to such as would walk out 
and take it. When our feet tread by faith the 
promises of God, we get what we claim. The 
heights and depths of holiness are to be fath- 
omed and possessed as we step out on the terri- 
tory by faith. We can have all we will take. 

15. It was a land of victory. Josh. 3:10. 
Here were seven nations which God said they 
could conquer. Holiness brings victory in the 
Holy Ghost. We are made more than conquer- 
ors. Seven is the perfect number, and that 
typifies perfect victory over all our foes. 


THE TWO ROOMS IN THE TABERNACLE 


The tabernacle proper was composed of two 
rooms; the first was called the holy place, and 
the second, the holy of holies, the most holy place 
and: also the holiest of all. Heb. 9:2, 3. 
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In the first room were found the shewbread 
and the candlestick, which signify life and light. 
This typifies regeneration. When one is regen- 
erated he gets life from Christ, and the light of 
Christ in his soul. 

The second room typifies the second work of 
grace. To show how beautifully it illustrates 
this, let us notice three things about it,—the 
room, the veil and the furniture. 


THE ROOM 


It was a perfect cube, ten cubits each way. 
How beautifully this sets forth the holy life in 
order, strength and stability ! 

1; “Order. 

The length, breadth and height were equal. 
Every thing in the room was in perfect order 
as directed by the Lord. Holiness puts things in 
order. The sanctified life is a life of order. 

2. Perfection. 

It was a perfect cube. God gives the sancti- 
fied a perfect heart, perfect love, perfect peace, 
perfect trust and perfect submission. 

3. Stability. 

If a cube were tipped over, turned around or 
thrown in the air, it would be in as good shape 
afterwards as before. It would always be right 
side up. A real sanctified experience can be 
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cuffed about, knocked around or blown to’ 
the skies, and it will always come down right 
side up. 


THE VEIL 


This veil was of heavy linen, and separated 
between the holy place and the most holy. It 
was a type of Christ. “The veil, that is to say 
his flesh.” Heb. 10:20. The most holy place 
could not be entered, except through the veil. 
The believer cannot enter holiness except through 
Christ. It was made of “fine twined linen,” 
which is a type of purity, righteousness. There 
were three colors in the veil,—blue, purple and 
scarlet. 

Be oie 

This is the heavenly color. Christ came from 
Heaven. He is the Son of God. He is divine. 
Here we see the divinity of Christ. 

2. Purple. 

Purple was used in robing kings. It was the 
kingly color. When Christ was undergoing His 
mock trial, they put a purple robe upon Him 
and said, “Hail, King of the Jews.” John 19:2, 3. 
_The purple in the veil signifies the kingship of 
Jesus. 

an Scarier. 

This is the red color. It represents the life, 
the blood. Christ gave His life—He shed His 
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blood for us. Here we have the humanity of 
Jesus. 

Notice the order—blue, purple, scarlet; God, 
king, man. Here is a great step between the 
first and last—God and man. The kingship 
stands in between and reaches both ways and 
modifies the difference. Blue and scarlet do not 
harmonize; put purple between, and it harmo- 
nizes with blue and also with scarlet and makes a 
harmonious whole. Christ as king seems to 
reach up till we behold His divinity, and then 
down till we see His humanity. 

These colors are not by chance, for the same 
colors are mentioned in two dozen places or 
more in the book of Exodus, and always in this 
order. 


THE FURNITURE 


There were but few articles inside the holy 
of holies, but they had divine significance. We 
find these articles mentioned in the ninth chapter 
of Hebrews. 

1. The ark. 

It was made of acacia wood, which made it 
least liable to decay. It had in it the law, the 
covenant of God. God wanted this preserved. 
His truth is to remain. Holiness is taught for- 
ever. Christ taught that the greatest command- 
ment is the essence of all—loving God with all 
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the heart and our neighbor as ourselves. The 
first four commandments refer to God, and the 
other six to our neighbor. Hence, perfect love 
was inside the ark. 

The ark typifies the sanctified heart. In it 
is perfect love. His law is written within. 
Heb. 10:16, 

The ark was covered with gold, a symbol of 
purity and divine glory. It was inside the holy 
of holies, not for the outward gaze of a carnal 
world. God puts gold on the inside. The “old 
man” likes to have it on the outside. 

2. The golden pot with manna, 

This was inside the ark. Christ is the manna 
from Heaven, the bread of life, and He dwells in 
the sanctified heart. John 6:49-51; Rev. 2:17. 

3. Aaron’s rod that budded. 

There is no scripture to show that this was 
not the identical rod that Moses had at the 
burning bush. 

Tt signifies power. It swallowed up the rods 
of the Egyptian magicians. It waved over the 
Red Sea, and the waters parted. It was waved 
out towards the battle field when Israel fought 
with the Amalekites and prevailed. It smote 
the rock and there came forth streams in the 
desert. God promises power in the sanctified 
life. Acts 1: 8. He will give power to swallow 
up one’s foes, power to wade through seas of 


168 BIBLE LESSONS. 


difficulty, power to conquer in every battle of 
life, power to find refreshing streams even in 
the midst of desert wastes. 

It means fragrance. The rod budded. The 
fragrance must have filled the air. The per- 
fume of a holy life will fill the home and sur- 
roundings with the savor of a sweet smell. 

It teaches fruitfulness. The sanctified life is 
a fruitful life. “Ye have your fruit unto holi- 
ness.” Rom. 6: 22; John 15: 2. 

Thus, the sanctified life means power, fra- 
grance and fruitfulness. 

4. The mercy seat and cherubim. 
The cherubim were on the top: of the ark. 
Above the mercy seat, under the wings of the 
cherubim, was the holy. Shekinah, or presence 
of God, The mercy seat typifies Christ. The 
-cherubim signify the life more abundant. The 
place to meet God face to face is the holy of 

holies. Here is the abundant life. 

5. The golden censer. 

_ The high priest went into the holy of holies 
once a year, not without blood, and took with 
him the golden censer full of burning coals 
from off the altar, and his hands full of sweet 
incense. He then put the incense upon the fire, 
and the cloud of it covered the mercy seat. We 
cannot enter the holy of holies without the aton- 
ing blood; and like the incense poured forth, 
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so ought we to pour out our lives before the 
Lord that they may ascend in a sweet savor con- 
stantly in His presence. 

When the high priest entered within the veil 
he was immediately confronted with two things 
—the presence of God and the laws of duty 
hidden within the ark. Every sanctified soul 
realizes as never before the presence of God 
and the law of love which is hidden within his 
heart. The law did not confront the high priest 
and stare him in the face as a burden to be borne, 
but it was hidden in the ark. Thus it is with the 
sanctified soul; duty does not keep staring him 
in the face as a burden, but lies written within 
the heart, and is transformed into a love-service. 


SOLOMON’S TEMPLE 


The dedication of Solomon’s Temple, and the 
results are found in the sixth and seventh chap- 
ters of 2 Chronicles. It beautifully symbolizes 
our dedication to God, and receiving the second 
work of grace. 

There were three things concerning the Tem- 
ple which correspond with ourselves. (1I.) 
There was an outside structure of woodwork 
and masonry. We have a framework consist- 
ing of flesh and bones. (2.) The Temple had 
a department called the holy place. We have 
a department called the soul. (3.) Another 
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department in the Temple was called the most 
holy place. Another department of our being 
is called the spirit. We are a trinity, consisting 
of spirit, soul and body. 1 Thess. 5: 23. 

1. The Temple was dedicated directly to God, 
and ever afterwards regarded as God’s own 
property. We are commanded to present (dedi- 
cate) our bodies to God. Rom. 12: 1. 

2. The dedication of the Temple was made 
in prayer, and the acceptance and answer came 
from Heaven. We must dedicate ourselves to 
God in prayer and He will surely accept and 
answer. Rom. 15: 16. 

3. Solomon’s dedicatory prayer was made by 
the altar. 2 Chron. 6: 12. We should get near 
God’s Altar (Christ); in fact, we should place 
our all upon the Altar if we expect God to 
answer by fire. 

4. He knelt in the presence of the great con- 
gregation. I Kings 8: 54. The hardest thing 
for some to do, is to come out before the people 
and kneel down and seek for holiness. 

5. He called attention to the fact that God 
had been faithful, not having failed in His ~ 
promise. 2 Chron. 6: 14, 15. In seeking the 
blessing of holiness one should recognize the 
fact that God has always been faithful in the 
past, and will be faithful now to answer the 
prayer of faith. 
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6. When the dedication was complete, Solo- 
mon asked the Lord to come into the Temple 
and take possession. 2 Chron. 6: 41. When 
one has made a complete consecration of him- 
self to God, he should throw open the door of 
his heart and being, and trust the Holy Ghost 
to come in and take possession. 


_ 7. God was immediately at hand and came 
in and filled the Temple with His glory. 2 
Chron. 7: 1. When one’s dedication is complete, 
and faith takes hold, the Holy Ghost will enter 
and take possession. He is always at hand to 
come in when hindering causes are entirely re- 
moved. 

8. This filling was done suddenly. It illus- 
trates how quickly God will sanctify when the 
seeker has done his part. “The Lord, whom ye 
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple.” Mal. 
pate al (OL. (0° 10: 

9. When this work was finished, God de- 
clared the Temple was sanctified. 2 Chron. 7: 
16. When one’s dedication is complete, and he 
gets the filling, his body thus becoming the tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost, God calls the work sanc- 
tification. 

10. He also declared the Temple to be per- 
fected. 2 Chron. 8: 16. Thus, God calls this 
blessing Christian perfection. 
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We find the description of this feast in Deut. 
16: 9-12. It is a type of the Pentecost of Acts 
2:4. The requisites for taking part in this feast 
were very definite and plain. Taking these in a 
spiritual sense, we find the requisites for obtain- 
ing our personal Pentecost. 

We will notice the different features connected 
with this feast. 


THE OFFERING 


1. It was a freewill offering. 

Refer to the description in Deuteronomy for 
this and also following statements. It requires 
a freewill offering on our part to obtain and 
enjoy the spiritual feast of Pentecost. Psa. 110: 
3 (R. V.). An unwilling sacrifice would not be 
accepted of the Lord. 

2. It was a sufficient offering. 

The word “tribute” is given in the reading, 
but in the margin is the word “sufficiency.” 
Insufficient offerings do not bring Pentecost. 
We must give up our all. Keeping back part of 
the price will keep back Pentecost. God will let 
one know when his offering is complete. 

3. It was an offering given unto the Lord. 

Real consecration is an offering unto the Lord 
Himself. Consecration to the Lord’s service, 
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and consecration to the Lord Himself are two 
different things. We have never seen anything 
in the Bible about being consecrated to the Lord’s 
service, but always to the Lord, such as the fol- 
lowing: 

“And who then is willing to consecrate his 
service this day unto the Lord?” 1 Chron. 29: 
5. “But yield yourselves unto God. Rom. 6: 
13. “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God.” Rom. 12: 1. “Now the 
body is for the Lord.” 1 Cor. 6: 13. “Glorify 
God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God’s.” 1 Cor. 6: 20. “But gave their own 
selves to the Lord.” 2 Cor. 8: 5. 

If one is consecrated to the Lord’s service 
simply, the consecration is good so long as he 
can serve; but the time may come when such 
service would be impossible. But if he were 
consecrated to the Lord, his consecration would 
be good even if he were not able to work; he 
would be on the Lord’s hands just the same, 
and the Lord would have to look out for him 
and keep him. 

4. It was to be according to ability, or as the 
Lord had blessed them. 

God never requires impossibilities. His com- 
mands never transcend our ability to perform? 
No one can yield to Him any more than he has, 
and the Lord never requires more, but does 


174 BIBLE LESSONS. 


require so much. One may give more than 
another, but it is because he has it to give. 
Whatever God-has blessed one with, these things 
he must honor the Lord with and give to Him. 
Has He blessed you with a body, consecrate it 
to Him to be the temple of the Holy Ghost. Has 
He blessed you with feet, walk in His ways. _ 
Has He given you hands, use them in His serv- 
ice. Have you eyes, see that they are single to 
His glory. Let your ears be open to His voice. 
Let your tongue be given to Him to speak only 
as pleaseth Him. Have you talents, occupy 
them till He come. Have you this world’s goods, 
“Honor the Lord with thy substance.” Does 
He bless you with more time, redeem it, “for 
the days are evil.” Has He given you a will, 
swing it over into His loving will, and say, “Thy 
will be done.” Have you a mind to think, then 
“think on these things.’”” We should recognize 
God’s ownership, and let Him possess His own. 


MANNER OF OFFERING 


1. They were to come with rejoicing. 

This was literally true with the disciples 
tarrving for the Pentecost in Jerusalem. Luke 
24: 52. : 

With the Jews at this feast of Pentecost, they 
could rejoice over the past, for God’s faithful: 
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dealing with them; for the present, as God was 
leading them and faithfully caring for them; 
for the future, as God had promised them abun- 
dant blessings. So, in coming for one’s personal 
Pentecost, he should come rejoicing over the 
past, seeing he has been delivered from his sins. 
He should rejoice over the present, to think that 
he is still spared, and that he is about to get the 
Pentecostal blessing. He should rejoice over the 
future to think that his life is going to be filled 
with greater usefulness and blessing. Of course 
there is also a mourning side on account of car- 
nality within. . 

2. They were to come with love, 

It was one common rejoicing and love to- 
gether. They were to have love for son, 
daughter, servant, Levite, stranger, orphan and 
widow. This would preclude all enmity, hard 
feelings or grudges. This state must exist in 
the believer’s heart before he is eligible to the 
baptism with the Holy Ghost. 

3. They were to come with humility. 

They were to remember being bondmen in - 
Egypt. This retrospect would tend to keep them 
humble. “Look unto the rock whence ye are 
hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are 
digged.” Isa. 51: 1. We should remember that 
we are what we are only through the grace of 
God. 


s 
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This must not be overlooked. They were out 
of Egypt. They had been freed from bondage. 
No one can receive his Pentecost until he is 
first out of Egypt; in other words, he must be 
regenerated. The disciples at Jerusalem who 
received the substance of which this feast was- 
the shadow, were first converted, as we have 
seen in a previous lesson. Thus, we see that this 
is a type of the second work of grace. 


THE NAZARITE 


The description of the Nazarite is found in 
Num. 6: 1-8. It very beautifully sets forth the 
sanctified life. It is a practical symbol, illus- 
trating that double separation which takes place 
in obtaining the second work of grace. We see 
in it some of the leading features of the conse- 
crated life. This Nazarite life was a free-will 
choice of the individual, illustrating the freewill 
choice of all who would give themselves wholly 
to God and obtain His sanctifying power. 

The Nazariteship involved three things: 

1. Abstinence from every product of the vine 
and strong drink. 

The intoxicating quality of the grape, which 
gets such an awful hold upon man, is a most 
fitting type of sin, which has such a deadly grasp 
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upon the sinner, and which so unbalances and 
corrupts his soul. 

As every part of the vine was prohibited to 
the Nazarite, so is sin in every detail prohibited, 
both actual and inherited, to those who conse- 
crate all to God. 


2. Refraining from cutting the hair. 


It seems that the growth of the beard indi- 
cated manhood, and the unshorn head signified 
strength. Samson was a Nazarite, and was 
strong till his head was shorn. The voluntary 
refraining from cutting the hair, then, would 
signify the constant yielding to God of all one’s 
redeemed powers, and the incoming power of 
God into the consecrated life. The association 
of manhood in the Nazarite presents to usthe 
thought of perfection in the Christian life. 


3. Avoiding every contact with dead bodies. 


Dead bodies are the victims of death. Death 
carries with it a separation. Here it is a sep- 
aration from physical life, the body separated 
from the spirit. Contact with dead bodies 
brought ceremonial defilement to the Nazarite. 

Everything separated from God is spiritually 
dead. Sinners are “dead in trespasses and sins.” 
Institutions, business, pleasures, positions, and all 
things which have not the life of God in them, 
are dead. The spiritual Nazarite must be free 


178 BIBLE LESSONS, 


from them all. Unequal yoking together of 
Christians in marriage relation with sinners, in 
business partnership with unsaved persons, in 
secret societies, labor unions, dead, fallen 
churches, so-called, must be avoided by the spirit- 
ual Nazarite. Voluntary union with any of these 
means death. ‘There is death in the pot.” “Let 
the dead bury the dead” should be the motto of 
those who separate themselves wholly unto God. 
The word “Nazarite’ means “one separated.” 

The Nazarite not only had to be separated 
from the foregoing things, but he had to be 
separated unto the Lord. Here we find a double 
separation. Every sanctified soul must be thus 
doubly separated. He must be separated fron 
everything that God forbids, and also unto God 
for all that He requires. 

“All the days of his separation, he is holy unto 
the Lord.” God pronounced him holv so long 
as this double separation continued. This is the 
only way to keep sanctified today. 

If by any means one lost his Nazariteship, a 
way was provided for his return and restoration. 
Num. 6: 9-12. In the divine economy today, if 
one should lose his sanctified experience, he may 
find his way back, by repenting of the sin which 
caused him to lose the experience, and trusting 
God to forgive it, and then by renewing his 
consecration and trusting the Lord for holiness. 
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In Lamentations 4: 7, 8, we have a striking 
picture of the beauty of the Nazarite, and then 
of the ugliness of the same when fallen. Notice 
the characteristics of the Nazarites in their best 
state. (1.) Purer than snow. (2.) Whiter than 
milk. (3.) More ruddy than rubies. (4.) 
Polished like sapphire. Now notice the contrast 
when they are fallen. (1.) Visage blacker than 
a coal. (2.) Not known in the streets. (3.) Skin 
cleaving to their bones. (4.) Withered. (5.) 
Become like a stick. Thus we see to what awful 
depths it is possible to fall, after one has risen 
to the heights of holiness. We should “watch 
and pray.” 


THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL 


We find this oil mentioned in Exodus 30: 
25-33. It states what it was for and how it 
should be used. It is a wonderful type of the 
sanctifying anointing of the Holy Ghost. | In 
this symbol we have consecration, sanctification, 
and qualification, all of which come in connection 
with the second work of grace. 

At the inauguration of priests and kings, and 
at the dedication of the tabernacle and its fur- 
niture was this anointing oil used, signifying the 
sacred or holy use to which they were conse- 
crated. 
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Christ is called the Messiah, which means the 
Anointed, and the nature of His anointing is 
clearly spiritual, with the Holy Ghost. This holy 
anointing is conferred upon believers in the sec- 
ond work of grace. I John 2: 27. 

Following are some lessons to be derived from 
this holy type: 

1. Anointing and sanctification are linked to- 
gether, Ley..8: 12. 

The tabernacle and furniture were also anoint- 
ed and sanctified. This was simply ceremonial 
sanctification. It is the anointing power of the 
Holy Ghost coming upon one in this second 
work of grace which sanctifies the soul. 

2. It was not to be poured upon the flesh or 
upon a stranger. 

Jesus said concerning the reception of the 
Holy Ghost: “Whom the world cannot receive.” 
John 14:17. He was not for sinners,—strangers 
to grace, but for God’s children. This experience 
is not for the sinful state, nor for fleshly lusts. 
Sinners may receive pardon if they confess and 
forsake their sins, but the Holy Ghost falls only 
upon believers. 

3. It was not to be imitated. 


God’s special command was for the people 
not to compound any like it. This would teach 
that this heavenly and holy anointing is some- 
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thing which has no human counterpart. It 
comes from Heaven. It is purely God-ordained 
and God-given. It cannot come from earth by 
heredity, training, education or culture. Imita- 
tions are extant. Wild fire, fanaticism and ignis 
fatuus light spring up, and draw some from 
their proper course; but the real thing comes 
from Heaven and must not be imitated. The 
devil has caused holiness to suffer in many lo- 
calities by causing people to run off on tangents, 
and accept his counterfeit anointing, 

4. It was holy unto the Lord. 

God’s anointing is not for man’s pleasure, nor _ 
for secular profit. Many are crying for the 
power, when, at the bottom of their desires, it is 
not for God’s glory alone. This blessing is not 
for common use, but for Christ’s glory. 

5. Specific directions were given by the Lord 
for its obtainment and use. j 

The Word tells us just how to obtain the Holy 
Ghost, and how to retain Him. 

6. It was always to be throughout their gener- 
ations and always the same. 

“Holiness becometh thine house, O Lord, 
forever.” Psa. 93: 5. This is the Holy Ghost 
dispensation. It was ushered in by the Pente- 
costal anointing. He has come to abide.. He 
does not change. 
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7. It was very fragrant. 


How that holy anointing oil must have filled 
the whole house where it was! The anointing 
with the Holy Ghost will make one’s life fra- 
grant, filling the heart, reaching the home and 
permeating the neighborhood with a perfume 
recognized by all who are spiritual. 
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XXI 


SOME THINGS CONFRONTED AFTER 
SANCTIFICATION 


1. The question of temptation. 

This will come more to the sanctified than to 
the justified. Satan would rather have those fall 
who are calculated to do his kingdom the most 
harm. It is no sign that one is not sanctified if 
he is tempted; the reverse would be more true. 
Look to Jesus the moment temptation comes 
and He will carry you through. 


2. The question of doubt. 


Some people seem to be predisposed to doubt. 
Satan takes advantage of this even after holi- 
ness. He would have one doubt his experience 
after the work is done. One cannot give way to 
doubts, and retain the experience. Fight the 
suggestion of doubts as you would snakes. 


3. The question of feeling. 

Here is where Satan gets in some awful work. 
If one is not careful, he will be much bothered 
here. Feeling is all right; yet there may come 
times through sickness, home cares, persecu- 
tions, losses, etc., when feelings of ecstasy will 
not be so high as at other times. Satan will 
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come in here and try to get one to think he has 
lost the blessing. We can be just as much sanc- 
tified at such times as when on the mountain 
top of ecstasy, if we have not given way to such 
heaviness. Pressure of spirit only makes us ap- 
preciate the exultant joy. When these pressures 
come, and Satan says you have lost the blessing, 
see if you have kept on the altar, and have not 
consciously sinned. If this be true, then. shout 
your way through, feeling or no feeling, and 
keep on obeying God, and you will come out 
more than conqueror. 


4. The question of discouragement. 

This may come in many ways, regarding 
service or experience. Fight it like sin. Courage 
comes from “cor” meaning heart. Discouraged 
means disheartened. It effects the heart. God 
does not want us to get spiritual heart disease, 
for we would be liable to drop off at any moment. 
Sometimes it may be the best to discontinue the 
work one is trying to do, but he need not be dis- 
couraged. Never give up to be lost. It will pay 
to get to Heaven at any cost. Take this for 
your motto: Never get discouraged.” ~ 


5. The question of keen temptation and up- 
rising of the “old man.” 


Sometimes this may be hard to distinguish 
and Satan would take advantage of it. He 


—— 
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would produce the temptation and then lay it to 
the “old man.” A proper analysis of one’s in- 
ward feelings at the time, with looking to God 
to turn on the light and make it plain, will gen- 
erally give the needed help. 


6. The question of others’ experience, 


_One who has had the blessing ten years ought 
to be ahead of the one-year-old. The one-year- 
old ought to be ahead of the one a week old. 
Yet this is not always the case. Trouble some- 
times arises when one looks at the experience of 
another ten years ahead, and is tempted to think 
he is not right, because he is not even with him. 
Again, the one ten years ahead is sometimes 
tempted to think the one-year old has not the 
blessing because he is not up with him. We 
should have sense and charity. 


7. The question of impressions. 


Here is where Satan gets in some of his most 
ingenious work. How can I settle impressions? 
Get these stakes in line: The Spirit, Word, 
Providence and sanctified common sense, and 
then act. The impression, if from the Holy 
Spirit, will concur with the Word, not be con- 
trary to it. Then God will providentially open 
the way. If it is hedged up—then the Lord does 
not want one to act then. This will be in ac- 
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cordance with sanctified judgment, else why did 
He give us such? 


8. The question of compromise. 

This is another close point to watch. Religious 
compromising has ruined many souls. Many 
think that a certain course is expedient, and not 
a compromise, when it is only a trick of the 
devil to thwart God’s work. 

The way to tell is to examine the course by the 
Word of God, then pray, and with no thought of 
self-interest act solely for the glory of God, 
giving Him the benefit of the doubt. The Holy 
Ghost will make it plain. This may cause one 
to burn at the stake, but it will pay. 

9g. The question of losing .the experience. 

This may be done. If you lose your. sanctifi- 
cation do not imagine that you have caught on 
the justification peg ; but go to God and ask Him 
to forgive you for the sin that caused you to 
Icse the blessing. Then renew your consecration 
and pray through till you trust the blood to 
cleanse and the Holy Ghost to fill. A better 
plan would be, never to lose the blessing. 
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XXIT 
MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 


Much has been said and written on these im- 
portant subjects, and being questions which re- 
ligious teachers will meet, and with which they 
will have to deal, it was thought proper to give 
the subject some attention in this little book of 
instruction. 


MARRIAGE 


God instituted marriage, assigning one wife to 
one husband. Gen. 2:18, 21, 24. The word 
“husband” comes from the Anglo-Saxon, “hus- 
bonda,” the bond of the house, and anciently 
spelled “housebond.” God assigned as the rea- 
son for marriage that “it is not good that the 
man should be alone.” The marriage of one wife 
is called a “good thing.” Prov. 18:22. There- 
fore any doctrine which enjoins celibacy as a 
religious necessity is a doctrine of devils. 1 Tim. 
4:1-3. Celibacy is permissible. (Matt. 19:12), 
and when practiced with the right purpose, com- 
mendable (1 Cor. 7:1). 

The Scriptures limit marriage to one com- 
panion (Matt. 19:5; Eph. 5:31; 1 Tim. 3:2, 12; 
Deut. 17:17), thus condemning polygamy. 
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Moses forbade the marriage of near kindred 
(Lev. 18: 6-18), and that statute has never been 
repealed. In Numbers 25: 1-9, God manifested 
His wrath toward those who intermarried with 
the unsaved, and in Second Corinthians 6:14 
-we read: “Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers.” 

The New Testament confirms the Old, in mak- 
ing marriage an honorable relationship, if prop- 
erly and purely entered into and maintained 
(Heb. 13:4). This scripture shows the absolute 
impurity which may exist in the marriage rela- 
tion, which is condemned and will be judged as 
whoredom, ‘There is a teaching extant among 
so-called holiness people, termed “sexual purity,” 
which is unnatural, unscriptural and harmful. 
It is on the line of living together in the mar- 
ried relation, but practicing celibacy. 

Some good people have been pushed into this 
heresy by Satan and have fallen into secret sins 
more revolting in God’s sight than that con- 
demned in Hebrews 13:4. Let any one likely 
to be drawn into this snare of the devil read 
carefully and prayerfully First Corinthians, the 
seventh chapter. 

DIVORCE 

While divorce, for one cause only, is permitted 

under the new dispensation, remarriage while 
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the former companion lives, is absolutely pro- 
hibited. Mark 10:11, 12; Rom. 7:2. 

Persons who have been married to more than 
one living husband or wife must put away the 
companions forbidden by God’s Word, (Ezra 
10:10, 11), or the wrath of God abides upon 
them. Ezra 10:14. 

The practice of assuming the maiden name 
by persons who have left their unlawful hus- 
bands must be forbidden; first, because in as- 
suming the maiden name they appear before 
the world as anmarried, which is a deception and 
invites attention from those of the opposite sex 
which they cannot receive, and which would 
not otherwise be given them, and, secondly, be- 
cause their names have been changed by the 
laws of the land, which they have no right to 
disregard. 


THE END. 
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